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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HEN the public at large Gin to be 
peculiarly impreſſed with the appre- 
henſion of depredations upon our coaſts, it is 
ſurely unneceſſary to make-any apology for a 
publication of this nature. Notwithſtanding 
the late glorious events in the Weſt-Indies, 
we are ſtill in point of naval force inferior to 
our enemies. It is neceflary, therefore, that 
we ſhould improve our preſent imperfect ſyſ- 
tem of internal defence, otherwiſe we can 
neither be ſafe at home, nor can we take ef- 
fectual advantage, of the late happy turn, in 
the tide of our affairs. | 

The author has to regret that it is his mi- 
fortune to differ with a very reſpectable ſtateſ- 
man in regard to the propriety of arming the 
towns, becauſe he apprehends that ſuch a 
ſyſtem may probably be the parent of po- 
pular diſorders. As defence however, is the 
great object of every political ſociety, not- 
withſtanding the poſſible danger of ſuch a 
plan, it ought to be adopted, unleſs a bet- 
ter one can be eſtabliſhed in its room. He 
has ventured to ſtate his opinion upon this 


ſubject, and he hopes it will appear that ex- 


erciſing 


— 
— = * 


4 bY 

erciſing the inhabitants of ihe owns as {i 
fantry, is not fo. eligible a mode of public 
defence as that which he has taken the li- 
berty to ſuggeſt. _ ä 

The ſubject of a Scotch lis * again 
brought under the conſideration of parlia- 
ment, he conceives that a few obſervations 
upon that meaſure may not be improper. It 
is probable that the time has at laſt arrived, 


when this bone of contention between two 
fiſter kingdoms will be finally adjuſted, and 


| when every one will ſubſcribe to the juſtice 


of the famous Harrington's opinion, That 
«* the eftabliſhment of a proper militia in Scot- 
* [and would be of more valuable to England, 
6 than the poſſeſſion of the Indies. 


4 Scotland being a martial country, will make a 
larger proviſion of a good auxiliary militia, And in regard 
to auxiliaries, Scotland will be a greater revenue to you 
than if you had the Indies.” Harrington's Oceana, and 
other works, folio edit, page WA and 187, 


cox. 
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Ml and Standing: Armies, 


„ 
. the ara Modes of providing for nation 
| Defence. f 
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1 well governed ſtates ought ever to be 


prepared to defend themſelves, or to annoy 


their enemies. This cannot be effected without a 
military force. That force muſt either be perpetu- 
ally in arms, or only diſciplined oecaſionally. The 
firſt is termed a ſtanding army, the other a militia. 

A ſtanding; force is certainly attended with this 
advantage, that it does in general preſerve a great 


ſuperiority in the field, over raw and undiſciplined 


. militias. But this circumſtance in its favour is 


counterbalanced by the many diſadvantages attend- 
ing a ſpecies of defence, which is ſo expenſive to the 


_ ſtate, ſo deſtructive to 3 and dangerous to 
H A" pL Ns 


o® 


0 2 x. . 
The fatal experience of müny ages, has Folly | 
proved the enormous expence of ſtanding armies : 
Europe now groans under the many heavy burdens 
which they have occafioned ; and inſtead of de- 
creaſing, they are likely to become ſtill more. xuin- 
-ous and oppreſſive. Every prince (as Monteſquieu 
well obſerves) keeps as many armies in pay, as if 
he dreaded the extirpation of his people by a foreign 
invaſion; and in proportion as one ſtate augments 
the number of its troops, the neighbouring ſtates 
of courſe do the ſame; ſo that none are gainers, 
and the ruin is general. The wealth and com- 
merce of the univerſe. not being able to counteract 
the baneful conſequences of a ſyſtem which muſt 
depend for its ſupport upon the increaſing taxes, 
and the oppreſſion of the people“ 
As ſtanding armies are the props of arbitrary 
power, it is fearcely poſſible that they ſhould not 
ultimately prove highly unfavourable to induſtry; 


for though a nation, at «the firſt eſtabliſhment of 


military force, truſting to it for ſecurity and pro- 
tection, may for ſome: time apply itſelf to labouri- 
ous employmentz, yet induſtry can never be per- 
manent where property is expoſed to the plünder 
of a tyrant, or to ea Reents ＋ Beſides, 


* Spirit of, 3 1.43.6. 12 25 K *. 
"+ In arbitrary governments, no man is s ſecure i in the. en- 
jñjoyment of what be has, and confequently - no man is in- 


duſtrious in acquiring property, or frugal to preſerve it. 
And where military 4 is — it is by plun- 
der 


| (3) 
when a ſtanding Army, is is kept up, its labour is loſt 
to the ftate. during the whole year, even in time of 

Peace, when i it is 2 uſeleſs burden upon the nation; 5 
whereas : a militia, according to our regulation, ? 
exerciſed only one month 1 in the.) year, and there- 
fore i in time of peace as much labour i is loſt to the 
community by keeping up fifty thouſand regulars, 
as by fix hundred thouſand militia. But a militia, 
when properly regulated, is far from being ſo per- 
nicious to induſtry.® For it either excludes artiſts 
and manufacturers, and is confined to huſbandmen, 
who can ſpare; a month's labour in the year without 
any public detriment; or it is exerciſed on feſtival 
days only, as is the caſe in Switzerland, when the 
men would otherwiſe be idle, | 

The taxes levied in order to ſupport numerous 
bodies of mercenary forces, is ons of the greateſt 
checks that induſtry can meet with; : for no man can 
toil with diligence, | or with ſatisfaction, when he 
knows that a large proportion of his labour muſt 
go to the maintenance of men, who hold every ſpe- 
cies of induſtry in the highieſt ridicule and con- 
reinpt, © The natural: conſequence. of this is, that 


NN % net Namn 21 

der that men expect to enrieh themſelves, not by in ant 
or Eber. ee Debates. 

*. Geneva and Switzer and may be cited to prove, that 
a well regulated Militia is far from' being incompatible with 
induſtry, ' Nay, the militia of Holland defeated the regular 
Forces of Spain, and at the ſame time eſtabliſhed thoſe. arts 
and that commerce which have fince raiſed the United Pro- 
vinces to their preſent flouriſhing munten. 28 


B 2 the 


1 1 


(4) 


the people take a diſlike to their occupations, and 
the wretched example of flock an and inaftivity ſhewn 
by the army, is fc Ys followed by. the reſt of the 
nation. Thus a 2815 nr Tk ® is expenſive to A 


ſtate, whillt at tb che it checks that 1 in 
duſtry, and ories 05 hoſe very ſources by which 


(Tits ey 1a” ': 


that, expence can be bangt 
, But i ig EY pountry | ike Bri ait ;* which boaſts of 


its liberty,..apd. where "believe. we are as. free as 


310 


we are entitleg tQ y our luxury and corruption; ; 
this ag 8 Hoge eſt © Section to a ſtand- 


$21 I; (WW 
ing arm, that 


6. rights, and privileges" of : a free 
people (if ſuch forges ar are fabled) iu i indeed 


£26 TORChSe 15 5h 
berauben eigne p ws 
In ene n has : 5, yl our army is 
commanged . by wer a. of fam T Lie: fortune, who 
n in he pe ace Aud elöik profp 


.of this. nation, ſuperi i tht D fAAvVate” intereſt as 
ſoldiers, t 48 impollib oh; liberties" can be 


701 Re 99 ien 4 
* The individuals of whioh ſtanding armies are „ 
are miſcrable from the tyrantiy exereiſed+aver:them, and 
- are themſelves the cauſs bf miſery te che in fellow. citizens 
from the tyranny” they kxcteiſe. But it will be ſaid that 
they defend the nation Tor? foreigm enümied. Alas! could 
a foreign gonqueror gtbalſsn 'marewwyetchedneſs than ſuch 
defenders. 9 . When ke We cally! himfelf: my protector, has 
ſtripped. me of f my y property/*#6d deprived me of my free- 
dom, I cannot ” retain Mm very Lördial thanks, when he 
tells me, that he will vill defend me from every other robber. 
- Moore's Travels, vol. 1. p. 196 


in 


7 6 £7 
in any danger from them or thoſe whom they 


command. But this is Nippery ground ro ſtand 
on. For, in the firſt | lace, « our officers, like 


FA ile 


thoſe of other armies are paid; nay, appointed by 
the crown and from that "houtes alone can expect 
to riſe in their profeſſio n; t ey Are 7 fubjected to 
the orders of every ſuperior” _ almoſt without 


CH 


limitation + and if they fe fuſe to obey, may be 
puniſhed with death: Hays it in conſequence of 


157i Pig 


arbitrary ſteps and opprelhve f meaſures being taken, 
any patriotic officer ould ate ttempt to throw up 


2 415 2 


his commiſſion TR leave” rom tie crown, 
: 2 12133 


by the preſegt laws, he "right be'r 8 eoutt- 
martial and ſhot as a 'deferter: 5100 150 8 | 

| Beſides whatever the officers may be, every one 
muſt acknowledge thar t the private Toldiers of a 
ſtanding army, are a e very dregs 
of the people; ; who by idlenieſs; extravagance and 
other vices, | have been dl riven into the artny. Such 
men 1 of be apt to ” obey* the communde of a 


bret do % 


Hoit As; a 77 185 


+ By * Mutiog-Bill,. officers are "only bound to be 


obedient 10 Jawful commands z;;hut this is ov Wade and in- 
definite an expreſſion that, ſome. explanation fee cms to be 
| neceifary: for:the Jecurity; of men of public ſpirit.” f 
1 In time of war, it might be dangerous to permit 
officers to throw: up their commiſhons, without leave from 
the crown; but in Peace: Men our liberties are moſt 
likely to be attached, it might, be permitted without wy 


_ Sanger to the ſtate, 


ſavereign . 


„ I 1 Ea EG. ave. > * Sd 


denying ther, any pro 
tions as citizeps, e giv 55 hs 85 little reaſon 


ing army; for if 9 become. a ſeparate! 


6-6 \ 


ſovereign however unjuſt and arbitrary, however 


oppoſite to the intereſt of the nation or the wiches 
of their commanders, Even gheir ſervice inſtead 
of being confined 0 a .Certain number of years | 
is. unlimited and BY laſt for life s. Thus by 


"any pet of regaining their fitua- 


r 


all our. imaginary-ſ ſa RE may, b be as Wc 
to the „ 0 x, 1 bp Re 1 ee ee : 191 


conquered by! a 2 — ae we 1 ON to 
be enſlaved by domeſt tic Jani igarics and at yrannical 


n | 2 
ſulta . * tr 30 3102 J N „ . 417 "of + 


Nor are ho by ol only, diſadvantages, of a Rand: 


fion, thoſe who, ſub by them. have an intereſt 


directly o yoke to. che 0 ba re of the, nation, F. 
Wars an tumults, in many. Xe ſpecs. ——ů— ; 


| dib ite anna 1485 

* Many anſiccefeul a atten 11 3 ho F 
ten the duration of 4 ſoldiers el have beey made to Thi 412 
is a ftrange ahſurdity in the ides of their being bound For 
life, if the army is only an annual one, Preperly they 
can only be inliſted far ane year, but that period may af · 
terwards be prolonge d'by by parllame "Ul 

+ If ſoldiers ate jy ae 'of exciting wars, they 
have not without reaſon been condemned £6r-protrating 
them when begun. Marſhall . Byron's ſentiment is too 
general in the army. When the enemies of our kings ar 
6s conquered, their generals are no longer thought of. 


1 

to the ſoldiers, ate ſubverſive of national felicity, 
In peace he is uſeleſs and Unemployed, whereas 
in titne of war, he Has ih ptoſſ pect laurels, plunder 
and preferment. * Hence ſays Machiavel, it is 
"natural for a ſoldier to obfiruet” peace, and to urge 
on War, and therefore plinoe 66s who with to prevent 
any diforders in the ſtäte, and ate defirous of 
" living in peace and fl ſety LT ht to have their 
armies compoſed of Wen. tene obly, | as will 
take up arms freely in defence of their country 
whenever neceſſity ſhould req Tuire, and when peace 
is concluded will as rally "Ferri to their former 
trades ind © occupations ®."”* OO ROO” 

But above alf it dught tö be remembered that 
if a ſtanding army is long kept up id any country, 
it alters the very nature ol the people. Thoꝰ in 

former times they have eber been ſo much re- 
nownied for cburage and reſolution, yet if they are 
"for any time unacquäinted with arms or unaccuſ- 
tomed to cep they become meer poltroons, 
| terrified'ar the ſight of 4 hoftite” Weapon, or the 
very name of a ſoldier; and to add to chis evil, as 
dhe army muſt be recruited: from-thisdaſtardly and 
effeminate race, however E it may be to 


„„ iert 500 oo Ang ith ND 
L is our Ne DILLY (fays he & hiv das) to protrad the 
war, that ve may not bs laid aſide asnferviceable.” Vide 
Bayle's Dictionary. Moes Gontaut n *. en of 
' Biron, - Note, G. n torr ls fn 
* Vide Machiavel on the Art of War. L. 1 1. e. 4: Alfo 
_ Blackfton' 8 9 Book 1. c. 13. 


% 


"oe 


($7 4 

the: unhappy people by whom it is ſupported, je 
will never be able to defend their eountry againſt” 
a daring" invader®, Suh an army may be neceſ- 
fary to ſtates in poſſeſſn of diſtant territories, or 
fond of foreign accjuffitious; but a nation only 
inclinec d defend itſelf, if "its militia is well re- 
gulated ſcarcely retſuires any other mode of pro- 
tecxion . Such 4 difference there is between at- 
tacking an enemy cf, and Acferidiig our 
Swen n e ET a Bare * 
Annes a8 amy Ad B ie Uſtad only, 
and im fun poſſeſfion f the country-which is the 
theatre of war, His every advantage ober its ene- 
my. Id can bever be obliged to fight" without the 
greateſt probability—of fucteſs ; and whenever - 
militias fail in defendimg their country, there will 
be more reaſon to impute blame to che Unikilful- 
on of their generals than to the cowardite of the 
The gresteſt military exploits Fecorded in 
hiſtory; namely, thoſe of Marathon, Themopylz, 
Platæs, Morgarten, Sainpach, Weſet,  Creſly +> 


* Any onemhohas rexdowih attention che Faltly ire, will 
ted hiſtory of the decline an of the Ro n empire, will 
feel the full force of this ohren. * "NP 


+ The whole of Edyard.rhgoEViegs art 


* 


the battle 


of Creſſy, were new levied ne . I. vol. ii. 
6—15. ha. 1346. An K with fie ilar" WY, enry the 
Eighthz at the famom battle uf Gaines or Spurs, de- 
feated the army of France, tho? the officers. Excellent 


and the ſoldiers had been long trained in the ſtalian wars. 
Vide Rapin's Hiſt, "On: 1. b. 15. Nurbnere diſcourſes. 


I. C. 21. 5 | : I | | : „ 
1 F. 


ii 


Poictiers, and Agincourt, ——— not by 
ſtanding armies, but by well trained militias, and 
the boaſted Pruſſian army itſelf principally con- 
ſiſts of a well diſciplined, militia, embodied for 
two or three months every years: and then Wen 
to their uſual labours and ogaupstions . 
The great requiſites of a. ſoldier, are courage, | 
diſcipline, and ready Deg jene * and rheſe qua- 
lifications may be found in a well regulated mili - 


tia, nearly in as great perfection as in a mars 


ed on natural conſtitution, en the hopes of efhevour 
and reward, and the fear of dif iſh- 


ed _— the rememb rance e of —— which have 
been eſcaped with ſafety. It is this laſt ſpecies of 
courage only, which belongs peculiarly to a vete- 
ran army; for the reſt may be found in .@ militia; 
But no king of valour has been axtended with ſuch 
aſtoniſhing effects, as that enthuſiaſm of the mind 
which naturally ariſes from a near connexion with 
the event. If perſonal intereſt i is ar ſtake,” a" man 
neither "liſtens ro higy fear, nor to his beaſon. 
When he fights in defence of every thing chat is 
dear and valuable, i his arms. are ſuited to the 
purpoſe, and his efforrs aro well © conducted he muſt 
be ſuccefsfulF.”* 


* Vide Moore's Travels.” va. 2 209. | 
4 In general ſome inſtances of barbarity, either real or 
$Qtitious, or perhaps — excite the rage and _m 
C 


1 10 ) 
1 115 3 


By face * mean Aathorough knowledge of” 
the, he ot th e.inſtrun 1 — war, anch t the exerciſes: 
of aſolgier;, Fors, ike or her trades, the military 
one; has it ts, Cral ft, Nef that aeg cannot 
eee withc t lo pr actice an tence, 

ugh; innu pa by — 9 prove t c moſt: 


4075 
—— par f military e exerciſe may, be very 
ipeedily — . — proper direction. ad The ar- 


ae ara moſt  cffential for A, ; folder, ac- 
cording g achiayel ware, to be iqured to labour 


LONDON 


and-yhardhips, which. renders. a man a ive. and 


210 ow 4 7 


hargy tobe. WIA t how to hap gle" a and. make 


F 3%! 


vie of ay 55 & how to. keep, hi 184; ation! in the 
4 bartaljon. be b &} 9985 Fs wit thout diſorder or con- 


30 1f OTE Tr It; 
977 157 : 5 ft 2 +5 2Q 


A ro the fi rf], ame le. is is cet bee te fol: 


disc Ke. well Fe zulated. militia 3 Are, more i ac- 
cuſtomed to labour; than any in 10 ict jal in the 


; Army. far. the. former is 11 in the co! conſtant habit .of 


QT 


maintaining bimſelf by. his own. toil, whereas. the 


__ tegular ſoldier. lives, in Mere, 5 ern by the 
.  tndyſirpoot. others, Jn ch this refpe [> naw 


22151 
militia ſeems tO bovis a: "peat advantage Over a 


1 ſtanqing army. 7 Labin DI Titi Io 
A With regard tothe amnanual.exercilt ent the fire- 
. 166, 4 Tofficient kbSgledge ok ir Wat | Sram: ons 


* e© * NELLY ; 
Jain mon ibo 243 81 89, 


of? the ãnvaded to:fueb; 3:pitch;; thap Weiber er the want 
of proper arms and ſkilful generals pings their deſtroying 


the enemy. 
* * Machiavel's Art of War, I. 2. c. 6. 


22 5 . difficult 


difncult to acquire. A recrvir, without being fi in 
the leaſt acquainted | with a DE may, to ue a 
rechnieal  phra rae, be thorovg ghly 06 38 4 fmonth's 


* it; 


time. By exp een ce be bly may "vfe hit Welpons 


with more Mag A beer but not in's manner 


more de fee, That Heig bt of Rand, &hieh is 
all bis additional a6 dune, is wy Nhl e Wies 


to him in action; for 1 416. n battle, there id Alte * 
for jugglio 58 3 4914 134271) 390182 vitb9e 311 


As to the hey! ages mine y y Aifelpune, 1 
militia muſt. be inferior in that IR RR" to a 


fI&{1! + 2 351 1 15 


Rranding 0 '5 yet befor E an Nine, Ake bar. 
Britain, co id be e by a a powerful" irh went 


there 800 0 Ye ime ſonelent to, * acquire it: and 
though ir AO difficult to make a "olifitia Alert 


in all che fle punctilios of Freview, yer the & may 
ſoon. be made a as fit for re rea deln as aby regular 


{3 318 $4 FILE! 


troops whatever, which have never before been in 
12 Divi! 1i44-+ viisw 58 Ju 21 52 Nei 
the field. 


In 2; ready” and implicit” obedierice''ts orders 


alſo, a militia i is in (general reckoned inferior to 
a ftanc ling 4 army; "bur to this it may be an fered, 
that a well : re glare flit has its be es. 


53511189 TS) 95s 03 135 BIA 


* Well diſciplined battalions are sg lb "ire at 
once, ſo as te Make but! one report. This may do at a 
e to pleaſe p ho jud Idiers as they 

do of may 15 b it OE A 8 00 2 en- 
gagement. Nay, it prevents the ſoldiers from taking an 


aim, or levellin their pieces according tothe nature of the 
— which t Ey, andthe enemy ſtand on. 


& 
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poſed of thoſe who. have, influence. and authority, 
over their ſoldiers in time of peace, as wellas in the 
field, „Meer chat ia che ce. they ate mot inferior 
ro ſtanding armies, even. in.the article of obedience; 
and. if is in i gegeral more perfect as it guiſes; from, 
reſpen 299 gfection morg than from fear of pu · 
niſhment., Refides, if it were allowed that Militias, 
Nan z when illrragulated; are e inferior to 
ſtandigg armies in the article of obedience, yet it 
may. he. HHeryed in their fexdug, chat hy practice 
and experience. that diſadyantage is gvefd eme, and 
that a few, months of nipterruptec exerciſe. in the 
field, wyll render them, ig every teſpectimqual to rev 
gular fomes. This provgs, chat undes an able ge. 
neral, and by ſkilful. management, they: are, fully 
equal to the defence of à ation, If the country 
be extenſive, its canqueſt can never he effected in a 
ſhort page of time, nor until the. grsteſt part of 
the people may have become expert ſoldiens 
Bat whatover militias might be madesby pteper 
regulations, there is no xeaſon, to wonder that in 
general they, are reckoned inſufficient, forpatioval 
defence, when we conſider how little they a are in 
general attended to, and He, iH they ale Kegllated. 


Their arms, their ammunltion and-other warlike 


veeefſries are mot N M thoſe of 
Randſing/irtales. "The article of atmas js of ib firſt 


importance to a ſoldier ;. for 1 by heir wieans 


we to eſt PCA c le ene 


(-i3 ) 
all their kill and courage will not ſtand them i in 
any ſtead . 8 3 4 ] 10-9017 134.275! Slot 115903 ” 
Nor Venn wing e bert) the” a Sane, 5 in 
them;-if 'thisy were more depended br. But” whe 
ſtanding i btmies are told, that every. tig defends 
upon their velour, *whift'the cxertions uf à militia 
are held Forth to pubfie tidiſcule arid contempt, 
what can be expected from the latter? Tädeed 33 
perpetual forces: are favorable to che power of 
kings, and ponſequently adyerſe to the 'hBerties'of 
the ſubjeQ;4t is hot improbable that” Hi | are 
purpoſely neglected and ridiculed in order o ten- 
ger merwenary troops" more necefſiry and Tels di- 
ous, Inthe” werds ofa" celebrated biftörian, it 
has long dern the Thief” Jett of x rcyal policy to 
increaſe add fupport Kahdthg armics;" And the 
great Mmfof princes amd winifters to Uifcredit or 
annihilate every te eee, nation aiviry 
or defence eee eee 40 BY 
der ad- pe, abe by "which rope 
- pations habe hitherto Posch thinſet Kot in. 
vaſion- and oonvefuelt 4 +; Mendig driviles,! foreigh 


2s vals ab! wot b 05 AW 990915! 


Segels of the 15 with, e inge ay be 
ce Ne e l. the nat 4 the i rg 


than iu vabur ef e An ür and eiſcipline 
_the Greeks. and 25 Wers dians: wars . e tei Kor 


S Wurde, ee 


ſuperiority prpceeded. 112 „ 0 "OL OY 5 


+ Robert(p n's an 
1 In Rü n a0 Choe ch Pede 7 f oe 
| my by etmieg OP wi in the diſtant bow 


vinces, 


. 

caries: *Fortificati6ns/ 8 navy, and a milltia z 
and of theſe the laſt of Many actountꝭ is entitled 
to a preference for the purpoſe of internal defence, 

As to ſtanding armies, it has been already ob- 
ferved, char thez y are but a very uncertältr fecurity 
againſt If oreigh bee When regular Forces 
alone are de We upon, Whatever they may be as 
to cg A as reſdlütibn, the reſt of the nation 
mult be 9 88 ty ity actident thertforeithe 
Randi” Affiy 3 is 8 ted. there is no reſdurce, 
but in f briſfion for difordenly multitudes unſkil- 
ful in 25 art of war, ran never defend their pol. 
ſeflions a ick rhe efforts öf 4 bold ahd Stet prizing 


enemy, Whereas „When rvery man 18 Ae 


to be 4 belief, he fate of” an empire can never 


depand upon th he iſſue" of a ſingle engagement. 
This, Hannibal fatally experienced, ed le At> 
tempte T be conqueſt of Haly; army aftet why he 
defeated, but new ones ſucceeded. As Jog ab every 
Roman was trailied to” arts, Rbme rbmaftied in- 


nens Hon +47 „ 4 15 
vincible. 1 10 n Sidebimw 


A 2a. | JV 


orcigh 2 auxiliaries" we know by Eperietice 1 in 


| this iſland, is a mode 'of defence ſtill more dan- 


gerous, and more expenſive, aid at the fate time 
leſs co he depended upon: Acgordipg to Sidney, 


they want a en or courageg anch ſometimes 


A 


8 2 »£ ngean 
both, 1 £ they: aße nb crtüptecl e or E" Beat by. the 
1 (894 An 82 01 1117 2 2 
vinces, or by Fs Dy waits ani pt, European 
eien are too confined for uch, modes of defence. 
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4 
invader, they make a prey of their rtraſters. - Gain 
and not right ãs their object, and; their maxim, 
ene His, Obi minim metessv rel, 


89 AEN ar 74 e211 Nie oO! Bag 


Tbe very nature of 20 ind PIEVEDES the * 


ceſſity of paying, mych attention to. fortifications: ; 
we ſeem however in this reſpect to o have. pal too 
implieit an obedience tg the advice. of Buc 


Annan 3 5 


for if che towns upon, the; ſea coaſt. wers "fortified, 


it would apdoubredly tepd;ro, ingimidate OuF.cng- 


FITS Qr! 


nies ernennen invaſio Hoke 5 
Fleets are moving forts, and, tho” 15 "with nc nor to 

underrelne that hulwar k. of, ah N trade a 5 nd, com- 

merce of Great Britain, yet it nen obſerved 

that ghey are tar from being that $i * ſource of 

Seternl proreion whigh, has been, fo 

incylcated, 1. 

„For inthe. firſt places. 8 at Jeaſt uſeful, ones, 

mult. entirely depend upon commerce. hy Without 

trade, Al. the efforts of deſpotiſm Cannot 1 rear up a 


. 2s 8 


formidable navy. But, how uncertain: and. varia- 


- ble athipg commerce is, ancient as well. as modern 
hiſtory, informs u, anf ,nayal. firength delt. be 
al precgrious. VII. TION bes 29001 


A ney politics} dieSiirſes, e. 2 6Þ 3g} oxide allo 
Aten ug ggg. 284. 17 sz. 1 '5 51 wag 
nnan's ice was, Nec Tis 

bs 3 N ede n u r an 


deoline truſting to walls ad _ that 5 
ele under better reg * 


en 7 
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_ Secandly,the marerjalsiof Ahle; hips te dom · 
poled. def a. ben livediand peritiabie"arure, 
requiring. cangipua): repaid add uninterrüptecl at- 
= 199) A aderefore, thene are any puuſed uf at- 
N ybur Beafted 
on ſoon be armikilated;"and duindle 

| Kb _ 19 At at 1 N g ins 
© Thirdly, there is no kind of deftneg which in 
enceral is fo, perfectly deſtrvyed by ##nen 


my, ot 
Which it 8 w dibcult do recover. One fortificd 
town waz Ne ken, and yet: che other are not 
wea kene: An army map be tut eff hut m time 
me denne dn diſSplined-ab>fopphy-HAGr"þ fate. 
But ſo dient ia it to reguirithe los bbtk f Hips 
and; of damen that if n fett is ruimed, Ather by 
« ſuperieg-Fornes or M aceident; years wut ndr re- 
place it. bon ad m >< 
Feurthlys fleets ere more! table3 W- BUbAbon 
dena giemaeſitsthay ang ether ſpecies df dbfehice, 
To the hanetul effects of euthf air fire? ind Water, 
they are almoſt equally expoſed: | A defence. de- 
0 yy any clemeat 78 far bone being a 


pending” vpe 
certain ane; bot hen it ĩs 0 
one, day, to all pe. Elements, in muft indeed de 
a Wuegsd 200 2 5 p43; * 1 b 
2 1 Rad ec: 2. 
— Lally; even's ape itt & fs: Baal. all 
the. yigilince R Abvayes e 
an innaßan of this n | he oa 


1 
lected from biſtoty v. „It fact, che operations by 


ſea. 3 be ſo, mechanical and defiberately 
36 theſe! by hund the wWigde and "tides 


anothers or arempeſtranay diſperſe oF" p 
deſtray the Britiſh eerg wil” the“ Nfz ng of 


their enetnies are ſecured ih their harbo lis! bf for- 


warded by the ſtorw bald on of ones viii: 

Some, indeed 
the idea of an invaſion from Fränes, 4s Ih itſelf 
imptacticable and ridieylous;; as à feimt f&Extite 
our fears, to hurt our credit; and by detafiiſg our 
forces at home to veaken our: foteigw exefflons. 
But in this caſe it is dangerous to- truſt tb mbch 
to plaufible eories, at leaſt᷑ it ia better to be de- 


ceived a thopſand times over by falſe alarms; than 
to be taken once unprepared, | Is 227 


The 1 r country muſt have three 
How to get im te ene- 7 
what-ppoſitivhy they - 


35 bees Fomis wr WY”: 


| PEPE TO 827 confelled. t ir. ee 
at ſea-wannly; a: Precariotis "Fence: Tie C4 


fo d To; for with 7 — pong run 
from < Ee ue into 1 oe - ica. 
1 — 9 Vol 1 5. 4. ed 15 zitlelf is 


an inflance how little a fleet is Th be dependeJpori, 
For if the Engliſh fleet, had not | tech by cauchaty 
winds fon ae wp} h a 1 


one, 3 rious 


entgrprife Nane bee aca 


then recove T we. — 
to truſt Sin 528 A 8 f lame dent may here- 


after be the cauſe *. our loſing them. | 
D 


00 one ſquadrun, und fl the — . 


indeed, have emden urect to fet forth 


ad 


will 
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will meet with chere; thirdly, in the eyent of mil 
fortulhes7# ſaſe rettet: ?: 
tothe firſt partieulat; it is ſively chin burg; 
ble tothe invaders af a0 iſland; To/trdtifport 2 
great ary by teat requires an ineonecfvahle num - 
2 bor ofthips and feumen® the tranſports with 
the Tr60þ5'trizy be ir ad by the vigllahce, 
had ſometimes by the good fortune of their foes, 
and the invading forces deſtroyed: on An element, 
where they eculd not expect to conqurn In their 
paffige they ay test irh ſtorms ſufficient. to 
deſtroyc them without the interferenet of ia viſible 
enemy Or che Hiding in a hoſtile cou,ỹ¾Dͤ , un- 
jeſs the place is very well choſes, und Depp, 
nen of any conſequenoe given, may be found 
beo be 4 ere ene waer. 
Wenge ! 163 91061, yin; $3393 bas: COLT 7+ 
> But{3f we Py the: aer faitly:Yanded in 
England with a powerful army; unleſi wlkgegu- 
_ Jared militia was eſtabliſhed, I ſhould | tremble | fos 


a - 


the event. Though our forces. were 48 aumerous 
us e have heard then lately el 
me" 15128 vV i = +3 2825 2 riot tech © 

-Gifþ . khey fes, 9 51 
40 n 03 1012109) 53 mill ve lo un bem 21d 
aha Conqueror, dh,’! t veceflary % Salle 


pee and. ſmallz Manon 
Rd., Hume Hiſt. V Vol. 25 C. — to 10 


The pw are genorally, foppaſed, 0; bo bbs eff effec- 
dy 1 — paper. 
But I aueſtion mach. whether, 


Sea be taRes to- 
. gether in a month's time to act againſt the enemy. 
TS .a-- 78M l | iſland 


890 

iſtand' to another, we thould find it impoſſible, in a 
ſhort ſpace. of time, to collect a force ſtrung 
enopgh to cope wich che enemy, andiita· defend 
the eat vn whole: ſafery this nation ſoo much 
depends Beſides, the country is open and we 
truſt ſo much to our inſular. ſituatꝭom as to have 
few. fortifications capa; any condone: i 
iſtaned,- Jong oog dar yd imo bre 

Wi wen d aoſocts isfor des chat an enemy 
withone a great navab ſuperiority could have little 
chance pf;eſeaping out of Britain, but this would 
never damp the confidence of a numerous army, 
truſting: ta ĩts numbers, and fluſhed with the proſ- 
pect of plunder : not would the dread. of it prevent 
their riſking an invaſion; and if they ogee landed, 
this danger; would only ſerve to render them deſ- 
perate, and conſequently more courageous. For 
the meereſt cowards. 1 N ume 
impelled by deſpair !- oe H bagſont 


:dro9127 blxodl 1 aid _ 5 en Rizlien bs! 

* The Engliſh are never weaker, nor. 2 overcome 
than WAP 3 Not for the Feafo bfHgned by 
Mantoſqview: Spirit. artena e. 8 namelyn their givi- 
ops Y, ig but the deſpair,c of the invader, who 
| Tha © Nan erde {Fea is confirmed the ar- 
aden = uſe of by William the Conqueror to encou- 

rage his 'for&es? prior to the fümous battle of Haſfings: 
5 Ineyitable destruction, ſays het muſt de the conſequrce 
& of your Aiſcomifituto.” An enraged: enemy Raze upon 
= Tlie rar Na prevents your retreat, And #h*1gnomi-. 
4% nicus deatkmüſt be the vertan punithment-6f your im- 
1 "IV Fnc#und'ee rot Hue, Hiſt "Vol, x.C:4; 

my 99 21: 1? 8 * 


s n +? 97 
That 


620 
That an invaſion therefore, is neither iniprac- 
ticable nor (in our preſent ſitpa ion at leaſt) in- 
capable of ſucceſs, no rea onable man can deny: 
and or our. defence againſt ity g well gegulated 
militia ig che only ſyſtem to be Aphrqhed f; the 


only proper ſource of national confidence. Other 
modes rare, either dangerous vr gquncecaing as 
alones i ſure, uniform and invariable. Doi 
bad fallen to the dot of ſame: abler handiga.have: 
ſketchediout the plan of ſuch ia militias ſnited to 
the (preſent; cireumſtances of Great Brisas. Til 
ſuch:a qnani ariſes, More humble ahilitjen muſt atr 
temp t it. and however ready LEMmay: bete as.) 
ledge my ſelt inferior £0; others in chatę ipanticulars 
yet intzeal and attachmen to the ſeryvieg uot; che 
publie, I will yield to none. btkalli id 10 
abilaog eo odw 210 Las 22117} un 11 
vis bas Ib. yearn Sd 2803 Did ei: 
joan 118711 18900 yo bsR3Rog 221101T1u. 
g lo zzneflills d: 3Godinw bobnstob 20 
Glier RRE Ai „ % 1110 11 299101 
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23, efl0i1613b305 034i nas: 93 enomMialiag lod 
867 A2ebolwornzs Hum Sisi s 03 2bHei Horan 
20m 1 bas ; viefsd9n 31 29910 1g AÞ} 
irn 200 is 210ormlatet insb offs N log 
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on Kr Syſtem "of Military Deſaite, for 7h 


; e and Pfofecla , Grout Rai sinlicm 


n {gonsbfinon Inohen 10 „it. q vn, 


N VERY->plan for a public nature muff be 
vaned according 6: the peculiar ere um! 
ſtandes df. cat nate fo which it is imveattd 
for a Military ſyſtem Wel adapted te arb ihland 
country ke Roland, or a moùntainous o lfke 
Switzerland may in ſome reſpects be but l 
ſuitec ke Triaritifnei power, and an inſulat fa 
tion. edis cherefore in the firſt place tereſſary 
to examine; What are nme 
of this iſland. ,5000 07 late Hrw Hilda 
It muſt ſtrike any one who ſeriouſly Fs 
this ſubject, that the many diſtant and valuable 
territories poſſeſſed by Great Britain cannot well 
be defended without the aſſiſtance of regular 
forces. If Britain were, like Switzerland, without 


fuch diſtant acquifitions, like it, I am perſuaded, 


it might defend itſelf by a militia only. But when 
theſe poſſeſſions are taken into conſideration, the 
firmeſt friends to a militia muſt acknowledge, that 
ſome regular forces are neceſſary : and ſtill more 


neceſſary, if the diſtant ſettlements of our enemies 


were to be attacked. For no troops are ſo fit for 
being employed in ſuch a fervice, as thoſe that 


are 
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| Cu) 
are acquainted. with the: ſmalleſt minutiae! of diſ- 
ciplines and if poſſible. have been formerly, in- 
uredd to the field, :Beljdes the tronpe necollay for 
_defending:our on ſettlements abrgachien thou 
ſand:faots. and five-thouſand; charſes avght chere · 
fore td be always kept in England und if any 
part of them are ſent away immediately replaced 
by nemokaiſed troops, ready: d be fint dον 
quartertof the globe, where the intereſts af Great 
Britain may tequite it; and kept: iat any ſucb 
den echergeboy, when / the Operation of- mile 
might be ſqund too flow and gediaus, 1 li eie: 
It anayin the next place ber ohe, chat in 
time: of wat; fame foreQ-0Ught.algays. td e in 
arms to defend our ſhipping and; dackyards; and 
to be:entamped ſdit the ꝓrotectjon of: thei capital. 
Hence:4t isi neceſſary to have body f ι n 
the: foatingoot the preſent militia ia England but 
to which the name of fengibles, r provincial 
corps. may be given; which in time. of geace may 
be: fully diſciplined hy A being enerciſed nat only 
every Sunflay, but may be kept: menth every. 
; year inthe -field ;::and intime of Nike ſtand - 
——— Hino „erzi blot - 
Ru as the defenee of he whole kipgdamswhen 
a ptopermilihia is tſtabliſned. wilkiipitben depend 
upon regular, nor fencible; dr proviatiab ersaps : 
a body of. thirty thouſand men; hathaftem : Eng 
land and Scotland, would” be as many fencibles 


an 


( ay } 


28 wodlck be cel tacnty-feur thouſand of 
which vughit to beꝰ ruiſed iin Englaud / and fix 
_ thoifendiin Sctand, Thisiin time of! war, an 
army coviſfliay of forty thouſand ſootgand five 
thoufand/horſe; would he perpetually in arms to 
aſſrſt a well rgulated militia in protecting Britain 
in gederak l its edaſt and its capital. Sufelyo then, 
there would be little room for apprebenſion. 
Further] it ought to be confidered, that men 
are at preſent permitted ts ſervs in the militia by 
ſubſtitutetʒ a regulation whict ougtittocbe imi- 
tated, if feneiblle troops were eſtabliſted dn their 
room: For td many mien whoſe ſubſiſtenor and 
thar of heit families, depends upon their perſonal 
(attention t their buſineſs; Abſtractiug them for a 
mocit im time of peace, and fill more during the 
whole yrar in time of war; might with ſome rea- 
ſoh beieagplained/of;3 This indulgence, tuo tmnany 
whoſe it has been tu ſerve in the militih have 
naken the benefit of; and hence rhe! foldjers: of 
the preſent mutia of England, inflead ufi being 
men of fabſtance, and of uourſt poſſeſſing um in- 
tereſt in the ſtate abſtructed from rheir ſiruatitm as 
ſoldiers, conſiſt of the loweſt and idleſt fellow in 
athe kingd dm. Brave they are, for that is th cha- 
racteriſtic of Brivons, and without doubt: I far a8 
their number cwhld efféct, would valianthyo xepel 
any mn nn rage MAR rw 


ation ynem er 2d bluow 206 brought 
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brought (notwithſtanding patriotic officers) to ſup- 
port any: domeſtick attack upor the” liberties of 
the vomntty,\is-at beſt u iſagreeable diicettainty. 
Wirhout conſideritg therefore how neceffäfy it is 
ro have ben miftte emabhihed, 2 buy" 
fenceduagainſt foreign enemies; it ſeems alſo 
necoſſary to have 2 number of armed td well 
diſciplined men in the kingdom: not an actual 
ſervire, aug make head aguinſt tbofe wie äre in 
ſervice, i chey ſhoutel everi attempt to enerbach 
orm liberties — ROY 
abrogdp and. to Pere oer Aid Pofſeffions. 
If 1fencible! or provineial- troops ought to be 
eſtabliſhed; to guard our capital; and bur towns 
the moſt expoſed. to the inſdlts of * the ene- 
my :wiwell- regulated militia is fully ad neceſffary, 
not only to render theſe k ingdoms unconq;uerable 
by foreign 8 pro- 
perty and the privileges of the p | 
from domeſtic: invaſions 44. 
Militias, like ſtanding armies (exceptiin's moun- 
tamoue country like:Swiravrlahd)"Supht ©f0"con- 


(id 2 Dan 50/61 kit Mut ier: 3 es 
be very eſtabliſhing 2, proper militia X0ukd prevent 
** attac upon our liberties. For a my, of ſuc- 


ceſs (it Ras been welt "Bferved) is 01 5 : stel in- 
citerienity ( W4Ufainy,” as the contraty ele N 


nN e eee nere * 


a ok 
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(0 
sf both of. horſe; and oh- ladded : an pumerous 


cavalxy i the moſt, proper defencecforian open. 


country..like England, where by quick marches it 
may haraſs,an enemy 2very; ſtep: of their March. 
Hence the Duke of Marlbosongh affirmedo in the 


event of. an invaſion, that the; ſaſety of Angland, 


wauld ey much depend upon the multitude of 
its horſemen. hn adi a nam bonds 
Ik both horſe and foot therefore ought. o be 


levied; to me, it appears evident, xhat the. firſt. 


ſhould be, raiſed in the towns, and :the ſecond: in 


the country, ſo as to. prevent the attentiomof the 


ſame people from being diſtracted by two different 
ſervices. , Beſides, the inhabitants of the country, 
are much fitter: than citizens for being foot ſol- 


diers, þging; more inured to labour; leſs vitiated 


by drink. and debauchery, and abler to endure the 
| ns acenta. a martial life: As the 
opulent alſo live in towns, they ate better 
able. to.afford; hotſes proper. for war, and in gene- 
ral they have them ſo well broke, that little addi- 
tionalittaining would be neceſſary to fit them for 
the field; hereas it would be impoſſible to keep 
up a number of people ſufficient to train the in- 
numerable multitude of wild and ungovernable 
hotfes E "through. "the « country. % ob- 
ſcrvations may, be added., Firſt, it might be.dan- 
_ to truſt every inhabitant in a populous town 
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wich arms, particularly one ſo full of people as 
London is, as it might endanger the peace and 
„ of the — For the licentious inhabi- 


cabal, and may be more exfly collected ſor ſedi- 
tious 'pprpoſes, than the undebauched and ſcat- 
tered inhabitants of the country. | Secondly, the 
citizens when diſciplined as a body of horſe, would 
check with, greater facility ſuch. rebellious com- 
motions, as thoſe of Cade and Tyler, than if train- 
ed to the exerciſe adapted to infantry only, and the 
terror of being oppoſed by a numerous cavalry 
would probably altogether prevent fuck infurrec- 
tions. A militia thus ſeparately and diſtinctly 
diſciplined, could never be excited by factious 
men to make uſe of their arms in conjunAion for 
the difturbance of the public peace. "When dif- 
joined, as wobld probably be the caſe in domeſtic 
diſorders, their force would be defective and imper- 
fect. When united, as might always be expected 
againſt a foreign enemy, it would be found invin- 
idle. 5 On theſe principles the following outhnes 


* tory. the 3854 Hy Janizäctes, or horſe and 
foot guards, are poiſed and balanced againſt” each: other. 
And Lord Lyttleton obſerves, vol. 3. p. 92, even prior to 
the bs 1 Stephen, that the popular mmitia from rea- 


ſons © Fas was oppoſed to the ariſtocratical;"an@the 
forces af th — 2 Trax pen ole or the 
barohs. 3 * g 
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of a plan for. the: pea a ion 


militis are founded $515 f e go 1 
ei ella afy- 19] 01 en 055 40 131: 


8 


os M103 - wiils rn dg 0 Je: 4 
1 nn firſt. 4 ite 7 is a in 4 
YET, town whoſe in 1abirants exce 684 TR 1 
in number, (Ka- port towns excepted,) I 
militia. of cavalry ſhall be eee, ra ; 
that « every inhabitant WhO aQtually | keeps a 
horſe or is able to maintain one, ſhall be 
obliged to enter himſelf into the hlt of 
that city, and to "ſerve on horſeback, | either 
by bimſelf or a ſubſtitute. The kame to be 
cooſidered as the militia of that town, and 
nevet to be marched by. the commanding 
officer, above ten miles therefrom, without 
a0 order from the magiſtrates, nor above 


fifteen, without an order from the crown; 


2 F. 


As the whole body of the inhadirants' are not 
exerciſed, and Aubſtitutes' are allowed in oppidal 
milttiasg Bone who are able to afford it, boght to 
be exempted (except they have ſerved for ten 
years in thomilitia)-nor any diſqualified but ſuch 
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* 


'S For ſome particular articles in the following plan, and. 
indeed. for ſame of the preleminary obſervations to it, the 
author is indebted to, an jngenious. ſyſtem, of f na- 
ture, publiſhed anno 1745, —_— however plau auſible. in, 
theory was found too intricate for practice. But that 
plan itfelf i is not entirely original, for in many reſpects it 
imitates the ſyſtem laid down by that | aug maſter of poli- 
tics, Harrington. 


E 2 | as 


. ( 
az; refuſe to take the n ſual oaths of ſupremacy and 
| „Aua. nt (043 dase do 101 (21 


In towns, whoſe inhahitants amount to: leſs than 
= 8000 people, vo cavalry: of auy eonſequence could 


be raiſedceonſequently a. militia of infantry ought 


to be eſtablimed. . 11 fl L 0051711 11d 0 990 
riono vod 50} Hen eee | 


PROPOSITION: Ms |, 


That. the, militia of eyery town \ ha be 
3 into two 3 light rſe and 
draggons.. The firſt co be formed1of all ſuch 
as arg poſſeſſed of aol. per annum, or 

4, 00h in money. The ſecontt of ſuch as ar 
not qualifed to enrol with them . 
citizens, ſubſtitutes and the like, d may 
be mounted on horſes uſed in carriages, 
Which are generally of a proper ſize-forcheavy 
cavalry, AHA LONG: be n as dra- 
Sons. S ISW 10 75 1 203 0? 


To form a militia of light berg e 1 8 AS s have 
the greateſt property in 1.che . Cities, whe and 
is eſtabliſhed, can, be no, great incteaſ e of ex 

$2194 je tl 
to people 5 f that rank, bays 1 8 weh keep 
horſes for we, conve ency or th whict ich Yick 
IL IND (1184 (2 f 511 QPL 

a little attention t to. fize, calour and ce ng. wi 
anſwer all military KUL roles. A unten i in 
dreſs, ascouttements, anti colour ofhatfesf ought 
alſo to he attended to; (but the: minutꝭ particu- 

; 3 „ 


an) 
lars may be left to the taſte and fancy of the offi- 


cers) for ſuch circuinſtances, tho' in themſelves 


triftinggolgive' av more/ireſpetable” appearance: to 
any body of troops, male their enemies entertain 


a higher notion of them, and give | more confi- b 


dence to their friends. Their arms, in leh an 
1 uniformity muſt be eden, ought to be 
turniſned at the public expencde. 


"$R0PoSITION mo 


Hod 39: F bybivit 
Tati in every county ere ddl of 
| cavalryis eſtabliſhed, is grand major hal be 

+ appointed by the crown, with a ſalary from 
' + theipublic, as is the caſein Switzerland, upon 
whoſe requiſition" che magiſtrate af every 
town, where ſuch à militia is to be raiſed, 

halb make out 4 liſt of all ſuch as «ought to 
ſerve herein, which iſt: ſhall be tranſmitted 
to the ſecretary of war, and in propoteiòn to 
the numbers. therein contained, colonels, 
majors, captains, and other inferior officers, 
hall be 2 ppointed, by a royal commilſion, 

10 om an og the people of the greateſt pro- 
* Wow in the e cific, the ca aptains of thefame, 
And ff Ot Ta l 


4 Po. 7 BY 
yperior officers bein entit], ſuch 
: 111 =D 1115 


"I 7 b 5133] 
m1 ion i rhe dign nit of Enit DE * 


Al Wenzel 117 ren ibs 1% 
__- Firerthoufand light horſe; and fifteen thouſand 
2 at be a ſotgeient defence 


in 


* 1 


(3) : | 
in ſo far as horſe is neceſſary for theſe kingdoms. 
And as many more will be inrolled;: A proportional 
deductioni may be made, actording to theum- 
ber that ought to be furniſned by the different 
towns. e [01 Dnoms mount eee cl 91117 
Dfitos Torr 37 N 1511 nt 
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That the grand mejor of the edünty mall 
appoint” in every town a commifhoner of 
| arts, Who ſhall have A pay alfs from the 


EET 1x7 


trained, and x the whole, cavalry. Inder his 
charge properly exerciſed, every; Sppday, 
after public worſbig, is over. The fame be- 
ing reviewed by the grand major of the;coun- 
ty, once every two months, who ſhall report 
their ſtate and progreſs in diſcipline to, che ſe · 
cretary of war; which reports, on certain 
fixed days, ſhall be brought:w ee. 
deration of both houſes of parliament. TX 


P'R OP.OS1T-LON) V. 


Tbat in every pariſh. where ng militia of 
Cavalry. is eſtabliſhed, particularly in the pa- 
rihes of ſea· port 30h which are moſt ex- 

5 | at ng cloyman 


CMS. 

ty; ſhall) tranſmit d him a liſt of all perſons 

i ofram-eighreen to fifty; capable of bearing 
151 arma, in proportion to whoſe numbers, cap- 
- , tains and other officers ſhall be appointed by 
the lord lieutenant from among ſuch as reſide 

in the ariſh, and have the moſt conſiderable 
proper | Herts; ; Which militia ' {Ball never 

be obliged to march out of the pariſh, with- 
out an order from the. lord Heutenant, nor 


out of. he. Foun whats an, order - from the 
| Crowne... 


** 2 TFVC 7 . by: id 17 
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As no fubſtitutes are Abe i in the infantry mi- 
litia, perſons coming under the following deſcrip- 
tion ought to be exempted: the clergy, peers, 
and members of parſiament; the judges, officers 
of the houſhold, treaſury,” exchequer; admiralty 
and navy boards; all counſellors at law, &c. 
during the terms and aſſtzes; phyſicians, furgeons, 
and the like; and * as ate e 95 age 
or bodily infirmities. | W 


r 


PROPOSITION VI. 


That the commanding officer, ot ſenior 
24 1 ery pariſh, hall appoint à pariſh 
Corporal, e lms” been in the army, and is 
acquainte with military diſcipline; Who 

ball bare a ſalary alſo from the pubfc; and 
the cha e of the nrochial arms and ammu- 


nition 


( 32 ) 
- nition given him, and whoſe duty it ſhall be 
do train the militja of the pariſh, every Sun- 
; Gay, in the uiyal exerciſes of the. foot. 8 


ro 1oR vn. 


That the lord lieutenant ſhall have the 
; command of the 2 militia i in | t e coun- 


+ | Ka += 


Pre the regimented "militia of the hun- 
dred for three days i in time of peace, and fix 
days in time of war, to be exerciſed together, 
aud in the event of any imminent danger of 
an invaſion from abroad, may encamp them 
* a fortnight in the month of May or June, 
to render their diſcipline more complete, 
. duriog which periods they ſhall receive pay 

from the public. Their progreſs in diſcipline 
to be from time to time reported by the lord 
ticutenant to the ſecretary at war, for parlia- 
mentary diſcuſſion, which muſt prevent ſuch 
a ſyſtem falling into decay, unleſs every ſpark 
of Britiſh Ty unn be br e 


. 


The, . en „ 8 into 


two claſſes; the firſt, conſiſting of the unmarried; 
the, ſecond, of all the married men in the diſtrict. 
The firſt, or unmarried claſs, ought to be regi- 


en and always . to march upon the 
ii ſhorteſt 


( — 
orteſt notice. . ſect nd claſs ought n never to be 


WW ZA 3113 3% Ich 
drawn from Bode, exce t in the event of an actual 

J. en e RY $03 e 
invaſion, or imminent anger of it. 
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1 71 reed in n ſuch 2% 7 alia Þ Ecul piat) fines or 
je We 'canfinemeng. "The Fa officers 
may cbnſtitute a court wartial, and. title to the 
mY amount of five pounds, or icpriſap for five 
2 lays, If a greater puniſhment i is thought 
5 - e ſor the offence, a court martial of 

the hundred may be appointed for trying the 


ige Shall 60 be en- 


S 


x whoſe powers, as alſo thoſe of op- 


- 


a pidel counts. roartial, ſhalt extend to two 
'months impriſonment, and twenty pounds of 


291 ; 


7 . fine. Such, as  behaye well ought ; 70 be gra- 
1 5 ech by y. ſome. ecuniary reward, or 1 


Ar. tw 


de mark of illinction. 3 
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5 regu — onz enacted for the eſtabliſhment of 
VR militia; ſhall be paniftied"as fol- 
97 * 2 * Ae Jord lieutenant of any 


a eee, che magiſtrates of any town, or the 
e mafflexx aud ehürch⸗ würden of 2 pariſh 


” Fan gegleet o or refuſe to carry the above re · 
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gulations, in ſo far as depends upon them, 
iato execution, they ſhall forfeit their reſpec, 
tive offices and employments, and new ones 
may be choſen or appointed. Secondly, for 
the puniſnment of other offenders, the fol- 


lowing fines and penalties a are e propoſed : 
118 * r 97 | 


TABLE et MILITARY rnits and TAXES, | 

17.3 Ay: 07. 2 32911 1A 4 

Tax We on ſuch as refuſe the = 85 oh 
oaths'of ſupremacy or allegiance, or X4z Ae 
have neglected to enter themſelves 
into the light Norſe after being le⸗ * 


21008 — 4 LI Wy 
gallyAftolied 0G 33 0 0 
| SH OQOE) 
Ditto, if in the phos: DE 0 10 0 
Ditto, if in the infantry, -  - \ 4% - 30 


Fine to be paid by the geld.ofcers 0 
the cavalry, if they refuſe 1 to act, 30 10 
Ditto, if i in the infantry, .- 25 0 
Ditto, if captains in the cavalry, -' 20 0 
Ditto, if captains in the infantry, n ids 
Ditto, if ſubalterns in the cavalry, = 42 12 
Ditto, if ſubalterns i in the infaptrys.. =. 8 8 
Other fines for deſerting che ſervice without 


cauſe, &c. to depend upon the parochiah and op- 
pidal courts martial, conſiſting of all the officers 


of the reſpective diſtricts. Such fines to be le- 
vied on the goods and chattels of the delinquents, 
by a warrant from the commanding officer 1 in the 

city 


* 


5 3 
eity or pariſh, ſigned by two of his Majeſty's juſ- 
tices of the peace, and put into execution by ſuch 
conſtable or other petty. officer as they may direct 
it to. Such fines, after deducting one ſhilling 
per pound for his trouble, ſhall be paid by the 
conſtable to the commanding officer who granted 
the warrant, for which he ſhall be accountable. 
The ſums levied by fines and taxes in the firſt 


place to be applied for paying the general expences 
of the militia, and the balance to be at the diſ- 


poſal of the reſpective courts martial i in whoſe diſ- 


trict they are raiſed, and to be expended in pro- 


viding drums, butts for ſhooting at, and other; mi- 
litary purpoſes. 


PROPOSITION. - 


That in every town where a mike r ca- 
valry is eſtabliſhed, as alſo in ſea - port towns, 


a certain body of men, in proportion to the 


number of its inhabitants, ſhall be taught all 
the arts of engineering by firing of cannons and 
mortars, at butts erected for that ſpecial pur- 


poſe; the ammunition, &c. to be provided | 


at a. ee b 


3 
44111 102 


On two o accon nts, the artery path to FG con- 
fined to towns; firſt, to accuſtom the cavalry to 
the noiſe of cannon, which would render the horſe 
fitter for real action; and ſecondly, to be a far- 


F 2 ther 


1 1 — el 
tae Of: wh „„ 2  —— — — Aſma 

* . + — 9 — = » 

n ge * 7 

4 8 

+ x 9 


LY 


2 


4 PS ” 


bt en 


* r 
De e < 

* 7 Py Lid 
— ET 


— 


ot 
: 


” + 


—.— 
+ Sp 4 


TIT”. .- & 


141 
ther check upon the militia of the country, who, 
could never expect to be ſucceſsful in any ſeditious. 
inſurrection, if oppoſed both by horſe an⁴ö artillery, 
and withovt having either to ſupport chem. 

In rheſe ten propoſitions, the general Gutline of 
the plan is compriſed. Many additional regula- 
tions might be ſuggeſted, but it ſeems unneceflary 
to enter into the more minute g n unleſs 
the general ſyſtem is approved ofg-+£0019 be 

On the ſyſtem. of national defente Wee ro- 
poſed, it may in the firſt place be remarked, that if 
it were carried into execution, no foreign power 
could ever ſubjugate Great Britain unlefs we were 
dis united at home, or unleſs Providenee interfered 
in behalf of our enemies. We mould it that caſe 
in time of war, have a ſtanding force of 30.00 foot 
and 3000 horſe, and a militia at leaſt 4mounting 
to 600, O00 infantry, and 20, Oo cavalry®;' #idrce 
ſufficient! to ſubdue the world, ' inſtead of being 

only fit to defend — an NNE" part 
of i. s 86; iR 03 Sisi 56 10 

Befüdd ſuch a Leſte whilſt de was more ſecure, 
vould alſo prove much leſs expenſive chan the pre- 
ſent corner 05 8 5 it, W wh TONE "PU of the 

. 
of all the 22 's 9. land you gen of 1 arms, 
and they were found 0- amount to about r, „200, ooo. 
Hume's Hiſt. appendix to chap. 50. Both in England and 


Scotland then; 600, ooo infant ry may be reckoned upon at - 
this time llt of towns) even in the country. 


militia 


1 


militia on the preſent ſyſtem, and of many 11. 
ments ↄf regular farces would be ſaved to the pub- 
lic. Inſtead of which, if the arms were once pro- 


vided, ſcarcely any additional expence would be 


neceſſary. For the grand majors, the, commiſ- 
ſioners of arms, and rhe parith corporals, would 
ſave the balf-pay.liſt, and the revenues of Chelſea 
Hoſpital; and the fines, and taxes above propoſed 
would probably raiſe a ſum equal to any fartber 
expence,, without encroaching upon the public 
revenue. But ſuppoſing that the expence of a 
general militia amounted to 200, oo per annum; 
how trifling will it appear, in compariſon of the 
enormous ſums at preſent laviſhed for the ene 
protection. ö 10 ig 

Nor can * axe of. 1 kin y <Qabliſh- 


ment -be contrived leſs deſtructive: to induſtry. 


The people are exerciſed. on that day of the, week 
only, when they muſt be idle, nay, in towns where 
manufactures are eſtabliſhed, none bur, the opu- 
lent are trained to arms; ſo that a ſlothful ſpirit 
will never be excited among the induſtrious part 


of the nation: at any rate to ſpend a part of every 


Sunday in, military exerciſes, cannot have a worſe 
effect upon the induſtry of a mechanic, than ſpend- 


ing the whole of it, as is roo frequently the caſe at 


72111 7118 
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preſent, in idleneſs and debauchery* * 5 
* The Rn. aa Beckford l in 15 88 
houſe, that a part of every Sunday would be much better 
| ſpear 
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Such a military ſyſtem alſo muſt prove highly 
favourable 'to liberty; firſt, by diminiſning the 
numbers or at leaſt removing the neceſſity of a great 
ſtanding army; and, ſecondly, by pütting "the 
ſword (Where it ought to be) in the hands of the 
people, without which, no limitation of onarchy 
can gire any real ſecurity to the privileges of 
ſubjects. Indeed when the people are unarmed 
and undiſciplined they may with impunity be op- 
preſſed by the king, ſupported by a ſtanding: army, 
Reſiſtance (with the army againſt them), only 
ſerves to rivet their chains, or to haſten on the ſad 
hour of deſpotiſm; nor can any nation pretend to 
be free, when the only men in arms are under the 
ſole command and conſequently at the devotion of 
the crown. He who wields the ſword of the ſtate, 
muſt have its purſe at his mercy: and Charles the 
Firſt might impure his want of ſucceſs to this, 
that he attempted to open "the oe, before he had 
graſped the other. en 
| Moreover, fuch a militia will not ba deficient 
in valor. In fa&, men in northern climates,” (par- 
ticularty where the government is a'free one) are 
naturally brave, and the great art of deſpotiſm is 
to ares dein Aae urge, and 80 zender 


Mitt; 2 A) WAH 7 
fpent in learning to defend eee inhos in firtin 
at the alehouſe, or ſauntering in the fields, as moſt of the 


common. people do at preſent, - Lord Talbot r 
ſimilar ſentiments in the upper aſſembl y. 


> Wk 


1 
them timid and fearful... God forbid that ſuch 


banefy]. arts ol ever. prove tes in Bri- 
rain. 


2 1 . ' 
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Nor would ſoeb a militia be in any way defective 


in the eſſential article of diſcipling. For a knowledge 
of military exerciſes ſufficient for national defence 
is far from being ſo difficult to acquire as is gene- 
rally imagined. Nor does it require any extra- 
ordinary exertions in the ſovereign, to preſerve or 
to excite a martial ſpirit almoſt in any nation *. 
To their officers likewiſe, all due obediepce may 
be expected: they are once a week under the mili- 
tary command of thoſe, who are the moſt opu- 
lent and reſpectable people in the diſtrict, and con- 
ſequently muſt, enjoy a conſiderable ſhare of civil 
influence and authority over them. Nay, ſuch a 
militia myft be more inclined to obey their com- 
manders, than the ſoldiers of a ſtanding army, 


whoſe officer 8 are frequently changing their corps, 


and varying their ranks, and alſo frequently abſent 
from their reſpective regiments for a Seeed 
length of time. 
It would likewiſe be of. the 8 e 
to have ſuch. a plan carried into execution, if it 
* 80 ſtrong is the natural proſperity of men towards 
ilicary ſhows and exerciſes, that little attention in the 
ſovereign is ſufficient to-excite and ſupport a martial ſpirit 
in a nation: at leaſt the Engliſh found fo, when under the 


dominion of that 'pacific monareh James the Firſt, Hume“ 
| Hiſt, of England, appendix to chap. 50. 
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( 49.) 

were only for the ſake of eſtabliſhing a ſtem of 
ſubordipation and order in the event of an inva· 
ſion. Without order, ſays the gallant Sidney, no 
numbers of men, however valiant, are able to 
defend themſelves. Their ant rade breeds con- 
fuſion.— Their wealth, when it is like to be made 
a prey of, increaſes the fears of the owners, and the 
ſpirits of the enemy. And they, who, if they 
were brought i into good order, might conquer a 
great part of the world, (being deſtitute of that 
advantage), dare not think of defending dem. 
ſetvess | ffs WO 

Laſtly, Rick A pk gbr be carried into exe- 
cution with but very little difficulty, and with 
little additional loſs of time, or inconvenience to 
individuals, than that to which they are at pre- 
ſent ſubjected. In times of ſuch public danger, 
every one would moſt aſſuredly exert himſelf. If 
Grand Majors were appointed, ſkilful in military 
affairs, the cavalry would ſoon be brought into 
ſome kind of order, and fit for many eſſential pur- 
poſes in the event of an invaſion, If an inhabi- 
rant of. every pariſh in England, now in the mi- 
litia, were diſmiſſed, there would be abundance 
of pariſtr corporals to train the infantry, and ac- 
tive Lord Lieutenants would ſoon effect their be- 
ing fully diſciplined. Nay in caſe of imminent 
danger, they might be exerciſed oftener than once 
a-week. To conclude, in the words of a ſpirited 
anonymous 


6 
anonymous writer, if to free our country from 
p the continyal dread of invaſion ;: to leſſen the ne- 
| | ceſſity of maintaining large ſtanding, armies in 
time of peace, or relying: on troops. raw, and per- 
foctiy undiſciplined on the emerging of a War, if 
to revive that ancient military ſpirit, formerly ſo 
prevalent in the nation; and to train ourſelves to 
the cxerciſes of war, — the defence of our coun- 
try: if theſe are objects of any national _ 

ance, it becomes every individual, actuated b 
the leaſt ſpark of patriotiſm, to exert his es 
influence to procure the eſtabliſhment of ſuch a. 
militia, as may be found the moſt likely to effec- 

tuate ſuch 875 and TO" uh 
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©. Majeſty's 'principal | Secretary's of State, 
having gecafioned much ſpeculation, i it may not 
be improper to make 4 few ſhort "obſervations 
upon it. and in particular upon the regulation i it 
propoſes, of exerbiſing the militia on the Sabbath. 
day. The plan to which 1'allude, ag fübmitted 


to the conſideration of the public, Was conceived 
in the fol [lowing terms: 1 neo 


—& * 
k * 


8 10 lle 


N! (1737 


HEADS, of PLAN for raiſing Corps , in Foa 
Principal Towns 5 in Great-1 Iritaig. 


501 [10715 + 2 


Iſt. The principal towns in Great-Blitain to 


furniſh one or more battalions each, f a certain 
number of companies each, in proportion to their 
ſize and number of inhabitants. 


Y ' "*Fhe officers to be uppcinted from among 


Sentlemen of the neigfböufhbsd, 6 the in- 


wal," of the ſaid towns, either by Emiſſion 
from his Majeſty, or from the Lord Lieutenant 


| of the county, Hom the beet mee of the 


chief 


5 rs 


; 


\HE plan lately ease 67 "i of his 


0 43 ) 
| thief n of the town in. which the corps 


are raiſed, 
34d. They are to be, poſſeſſed of ſome certain 
eſtite in land or money, in Nane 10 their 
. 5 
Ath. An Fo or town. major in each. town 
to be appointed by bis Majeſty., n 
sth. A proper number of ſerjeants,an ,corgo- 


rats from the army to be appointed for the corps 


in each ton, in proportion to their numbers. 

th. cl The ſaid ſerjeants and corporals, a8 well 
as the adjurant, or, town, ie 2 be i in the! 80 
vernment pay. fl 

Ith. „The men to exerciſe. freqently, cicher 
In battalions, or by companies, on Sundays, and 
on all holidays, and alſo after their work 1 is over 
in the evenings. ? | 

sth. Arms, a accoutrements, and ammubition, 
to be furniſhed at the expence of government, if 
wen ie f e! K e 

gth. Proper, magazines, 0 or | ſtorchouſes, to hs 
i. or erected i in each t own, fot keeping the 
ſaid arms, &c. 


ei 188. I. io dun fine 
10th. Phe, arms and, accourrement fo be de 


livered gut at times of exerciſe Wha and to h be re- 
turned into the ſtorehouſes as ſoon. as the exerciſe 
is finiſhed; 1 1 4 1 ABS EM eic mon! 
_ The . or, town major, to be 

always preſent at exerciſe, and to ſee that the men 
© after» 


4 2 


'> ot pn IE» A Tian 


i» Law 
1 2 
— — 


3 CIR. 7 
£ p rr — 


4 * 
4 8 2 
25 5 8 ; 43246 r Far ”- 
, ; 1 fe . 
7 A 7 4 pats 4 — hs . 
22 rere „ _ 3 . 
mn" — * W 
- hg, — nOe 
A JIN SI 


+ gs 
2 3 — 
TEES — 


— 


1 2 . 


1 


aftewards march regularly, and 
in the ſtorchouſes. ; | 
12th. Proper pevalties to. be e Spc 
3s "abſent themſelves from exerciſe, 2s alſo for 
diſobedience of orders, , inſolener to their officers, 
and ether diſorderly behaviour. 
13th, The above corps 85 60 be obliged, on 
any account, or by any authority whatever to 
move from their reſpective towns, except in time 
of actual invaſion or rebellion. N 90 
14th. His Majeſty ſhall then have power to 
order the ſaid corps to mareh to any part ud Fae» 
Britain, as his ſervice may tequire. 
15th. They are on ſuch occaſions to act Aber 
ſeparately, or in conjuction with his Majeſty's 
regular forces, and be under the command of 
ſuch general officers as | his Naehe, ſhall think 


their — 


Arn 


proper to appoint. . * 15 


16th; Both officers and men to receive fol pay 
as his Majeſty's other regiments of foot, from the 
day of their march, and as long as fy ſhall con- 
tinue on ſervice out of their towns. 

17th. They are to be ſubject to muna di. 
cipline, in the ſame manner as his Majeſty's re- 
gular forces, during the faid time of 'their NN 


to called out, and receiving government's. pay. 


18. All officers who ſhould- be diſabled in 


. ſervice to be entitled to. hol pay, and all 


a | | non- 


0 45 . ), 
non-commulſioned officers and private men dis- 
abled, to receive the benefit of Chelſea hof pital. 

: igth, The widows of officers killed in the 
, 


171 


ice 5 Tiff d . r 71 =p CI 7 "% a 
* Theſe propoſitions were accompanied wirk the fol- 
lowing letter, which does infinite bongur to the patrivtiſm 
and public! ſpirit of the noble lord, by whom it its ſub- 
ſcribed, _ OS een ne, ont 
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His Majeſty has commanded me to expreſs his firm re- 
liance upon the ſpirit and loyalty of his people, and his 
royal confidence, that, during this ſeaſon of difficulty; 
their utmoſt endeavours will not be wanting to give un- 
queſtionable proofs of their attachment and emulation 
for his, ſervice; and foreſeeing, that by wiſe, ſtrenuous, 
and timely preparations, he may not only diſappoint, or 
defeat any hoſtile attempts, but, by appearing ſtrong and 
united at home, he may be enabled to make the more 
powerful efforts for maintaining his honour and the public 
intereſts abroad; and thereby lay the ſureſt foundations for 
a ſafe, an honorable, and a laſting, peace; and as the po- 
pulouſneſs of the principal towns and cities of Great-Briz 
rain, naturally offers the greatéſt facility, as well for form- 
ing into corps, as for learning the military exerciſe, with- 
out loſs of time, interruption of labour, or any conſidera- 
ble fatigue, His Majeſty has commanded me to tranſmit to 
you the "encloſed propoſition, which has been ſubmitted 
to His Majeſty, as at leaſt a temporary plan for augment- 
ing the domeſtic force of the nation, which beittg adopted 
or improved, according to the circumſtances: and fituation 
of the town, of which you are the chief magiſtrate, may 
tend to the immediate formation of a great and reſpectable 
addition to the national force at home, on the moſt natural 
and conſtitutional principles. = $7530 | 
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This plan, at leaſt as, 2 [&enefal altem of na. 


#&72gH 


— ro containing x pa proviſion for the tab 
ment of a militia of cavalry, without which this 
iſland cannot be ſafe from the invaſions of its ene- 


mies: Elough. has b een laid in, the preceding 


— 797 


chapter on the neceſfity of having a large body of 
horſe, and « of the propriety, of raiſing them in the 
towns ; and the London Horſe Aſſociation fully 
proves What, might be done in the capital, if that 
ſpirit 1 were properly encouraged”. 115 


T he. noble Lord's s ſyſtem. in the, next place i; 1s 


exceptionable, on account of its propoling.1, arm 


the towns, whilſt it. leayes the inhabitants of f the 
country, " who are much better calculated t to at as 


For this purpoſe; F Rave His Majeſty's ;Udimatds Logs 
bify to you his deſire arid recommendation, that you ſhould 
take the ſame into immediate conſideration, and, after 
having confidered; report to me whatever obſervations may 
occur to "ut for the carrying into execution a plan, the 
purpoſe of which is to give ſecurity to your own perfons 
and property, and to the 260 defence of the Dunn 

1 am, Sir; 1 eee 

Tour woft obeckent 
Humble 5 

. Seh \o ho: #44344 

* It bag Sheen occurred” 5 ol that: the rech vf New - 
market, and other places in the kingdom, might be con- 
verted to beneficial military purpoſes; by obliging every 
perſon who attends ſuch meetings, to have horſe trained, 
either for the light horſe or the dragoons, and to: be ex- 
erciſed during the race week. Thus what is at prefent a 
mis fortune to the country, might become an addition to 

its ſecurity, and to its ſtrength. 


ſoldier 83 


GA) 


ſoldiers, ig a a manner * and defenceleſs; 
Not to rhention" that atwing the country cannot 
prove. fatal | to induſtry, whereas it will be very 
difficult. to make the ſame-iodividual an active ſol- 
dier and an induſtrious mechanict. . 3 

Beſides, without entering into more. minute 
objeckionsf, it may be remarked, that 2 arming any 
large body 'of people, who live contiguous to each 
other, is at beſt a dangerous experiment, and 
would probably be repented of, if the people 
thought they had any reaſan to be difaticfied with 
their. rulers, on account of any partial ſtagnation 
of trade, or any temporary ſcarcity of proviſions, 
and. ſtill more if their paſſions were enflamed, by 
the envenomed harangues of any popular dema- 
gogue. 

. Laſtly, it appears.to me that the 8 of 
che country might be fully as welt trained to the 


Wh It is "Tell 13 bow much the two Wache nations 
of Rome and Sparta, deſpiſed the military, aſſiſtance of 
artiſans. 

t The ſecond. propokition. by which the officers of the 
different corps, are to be recommended by the chief ma- 
giſtrate of the town in which the corps is raiſed, from 

among the; gentlemen of the neighbourhood, ſeems to 
place the magiſtrate of the towns in a rank ſuperior to the 
gentlemen of the country. The 14th propofition alſo ap- 
pears to be exceptionable;, for in the event ef an actual 
invaſion the people would voluntarily, turn out; and he 
who has not ſpirit enough to march, of his qwn gecord, 
when enen, e met, much. better be left at 
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exerciſes of war on Sundays and other holidays, 
as the citizens of towns; ard that if they are re- 
gularly affembled once a week, it is as fre- 
quent an intercouſe with each other, and perhaps 
in as large a body as ought to be permitted to 
the ſoldiers of any militia, not ſtrictly diſciplined. 
This leads me, however, to juſtify the ſyſtem 
of training a militia on the Sabbath- day, on the 
propriety of which the deciſion of any controverſy 
on this ſubject, muſt i in a great meaſure depend. 
Among the. Jews, from whom that wiſe inſti- 
tution was taken, the Sabbath was far from being 
ſtrictly kept in military matters, even during the beſt 
period of their exiſtence as a nation. The taking 
of Jericho itſelf was effected on a Sabbath · day, 
one of the firſt warlike enterpiſes after the law was 
promulgated, undertaken by the ſpecial direction, 
and perfedted by the powerful influence of heaven 
itſelf“. On the ſame day we are alſo informed, 
ihat Jonathan took his bow and arrows, and un, 
der pretence of ſhooting, gave David notice of 
Saul's intention againſt his life, which he could 
not have done without ſuſpicion, had not t 
Sabbath been a common day with them, for the 
arts and the exerciſes of wake” en 


9 tevtin on the Sabbath, 1. 6. § 5. | 

+ 1 Sam. xx. 35. This event happenedion a day when | 

the old ſhew bread was taken away, and.freth bread put in 

its 82 7 which was only done on — 1 Sam. 
xxi. 


( 49 
Wich reſpect to the principles and the practice 
of Chriftians in military affairs, there is every rea- 


ſon to believe that warli ke exerciſes were as lawful | 


to then as s they could be to other people. In 
ſeriptute we find no dant: pine x commands: and 
Tertullian informs us, % Quod non prohiberur, 
permiſſum eſt. To defend ourſelves is our right 
by nature, whoſe laws the Chriſtian religion was 
never intended to deſtroy. John the Baptiſt, in- 
ſtead of abrogating war, permitted ſoldiers to con- 
tinue in their military profeſion® And, in the 
words of our Saviour, a greater prophet than he 


was never Born of woman T. Chriſt himſelf per- 


mitted his diſciples to purchaſe arms ꝓ, how then 
ein the uſing them be unlawful ? The firſt Gentile 
that was baptized was a Centurion 9; nor does it 
appear that he was enjoined to lay down his arms, 
or to quit his wilitary employments, Private re- 
venge, or war among individuals, it is true, is 

frequently condemned in the goſpel ; but the tak- 
ing up arms in the defence of one $ country by 
the direction of 4 magiſtrate, whoſe orders we are 


xi. 6. Ou a \Sibbark-day nb, Ahab defeated the Sys 


rians with great ſlaughter, 1 Kings XX, 29. 
* Luke iii. 1 1 


F Luke vii. 2 
+ Nay, it is ſaid, “ He that hath no ſword, ut * ay 
bis garment and bu one.” Luke xxii. 6. 
9 u x, 2; an A, 1. 
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commanded to obey *, none but enthubiaſts' can 
boggle ad. a ; . . t 45 prin ttt i&Q 

Among the primitive Chriſtians tis arves ane; 
men avoided places of authority and power, and 
were not fond of engaging in military matters; 
but as Cave obſeryes zt, this was only the opinion 
of ſome private individuals, and not the general 
practice, nor ſupported by the authority of the 
church. Tbe victory obtained by Marcus Anto- 
ninus over the Quadi and Marcomanni is imputed 
to the valour as well. as to the prayers of his 
Chriſtian Soldiers :. Ann ii % b 500% 

When Maximinian was ſent to Gaul to eh 
a dangerous rebellion. there, he took, with bim a. 
band of Chriſtians,  canfiſting; of, 6666 men, re- 
markable for their valour and  diſcipline$., Ju- 
lian's army. was almoſt wholly compoſed of Chriſ- 
tians, nor did his ſoldiers refuſe to obey any or- 
ders given chem, *. enen were: not. urged to 


e 


idolatryl. 1 JJC 
* Romans ili. 15 Titus ki. 1. and 1 Peter bi 13. 

+ Cave's Primitive Chriſtianity, P 34. 17 l 

1 Cave, p. 58. Addiſon's Remarks in ts Iravels, 

p- 206, &c. There is great reaſon to believe, from certain 

niedals and inſcriptions on Antonine's pillar, from Julius 

Capitolinus's hiſtory, 'and Claudean's Poems, that this 

ſtory is not without foundation. - 

8 Though ſome authors deny,the martyr don of the The- 

bean Legion. Vide Gibbon's hiſtory, vol. 1. p. 566, 

Vindic. p. 121, Yet that ſuch a body of- Chriſtians were 

actually in arms is highly probable. „ 
| Cave, . 7% © 
Nor 


5 EA 


„„ 
Not in military matters was there ever any pe- 
euliar deference ſhown to the ſanctity of the Lord's- 
day; for Juſtinian enacted, that what pertained 
to military diſcipline frovId not be neglected on 
any of the feſtivals obſerved by Chriſtians“. In- 
deed the prohibition of avoiding to do any manner 
of work on the ſeventh day, could not be extended 
to warlike afftirs, unleſs Chriſtians were bound to 
obſerve the ſabbath RO io more "chan Jewiſh ri- 
my and auſteritx. 12 
Both in England and on the — many 
battles are recorded i in hiſtory to have been fought 
on Sunday f. Heylin, with great reaſon, infers 
from a canon of the council of Carthage, held 
anno 398, char ſhooting and other manly exerciſes 
were permitted. The citizens of Geneva were, 
of old, accuſtom̃ed to exerciſe themſelves in ſhoot- 
ing with croſs bows, and the like, on the Lord's 
Day; neither did the clergy find fault therewith, 
ſo that none were hindered from hearing the word 
of God at the time appointed. 
Nor was Sunday formerly in England ſolely dedi- 
cated” to en IN on the contrary, in the 


7 FF} 
1 % 


* Digeſt. 2. "EY _ Le. 

2 Charles Mortel defeated Hilpericus, King of France, 
on Palm Sunday, anno 1718. The famous battle of Lin- 
coln, anno 1142, in which Stephen was taken priſoner, 


was. fought on a Sunday. uy other inſtances occur in 
hiſtory. 


1 Heylin on the Sabbath, 2. 6. 8 9. 
0 Ueylin, 2. 6. § 9. 
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1 
reign of Henry the Second we ate informed, that 
companies of young men were accuſtomed on 
Sunday, after dinner, to ride out into the 
fields on horſes fit for war, and the citizens of 
London were wont to iſſue out through the gates 
by troops; furniſhed with lances and warlike 
ſhields, where they made a repreſentation of bat- 
tle, exerciſe, and ſkirmiſh, and many reſorted 
there who had not as yet attained to the wartjke 
oirdle, to train and ſkirmiſhj. Upon the holidays 
alſo, during the ſummer, the youth were exerciſed 
in leaping, ſhooting, . wreſtling, caſting of ſtones; 
throwing of javelines, and other military exereiſes. 
Thus our anceſtors were accuſtomed to ſpend 
their Sundays and other holidays; and thus that 
brave militia was formed that fought at Creſſey, 
and at Agincourt, and remained ee in the 
bloody field of Poictiers. Oy 

Nay, military exerciſes on Sundays, at different 
times, have been ſpecially enjoined by parliamen- 
tary authority. For by 12 Ric. 2. c. 6. it was 
enacted, That all ſervants. and labourers ſhall 
% have bows and arrows, and uſe the ſame on Sun- 
days and other holidays"; and the ſheriffs, 
mayors, bailiffs, and conſtables, had power given 
them to arreſt -all doers againſt e ſtatute. 


15 

3 Extract from William Fitz ann A peken of 8 

London, prefixed to the life of Becket. Vide alſo Annual 

Regiſter, vol. 7. p. 182, and Lord W HOI s Hiſt, 3 Edit. 
vol. 3. p. 60. 
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Which act was afterwards confirmed, by 11 
Henry IV. c. 4, and ordered to be firmly holden 
and kept in all time coming. By a declaration of 
James the Iſt. anno 1618, repeated by Charles 
his ſon, it was determined that archery, vaulting, 
leaping, and other manly exerciſes on the Lord's- 
day were not unlawful; and the Scotch militia was 


formerly exerciſed on Sundays and other holi- 


days, and butts were erected for that ſpecial pur- 


poſe: in the neighbourhood of churches “. 
; Nor:oughr it to be omitted, that when the pre- 


ſens-milichd was eſtabliſhed, the ſame principles 
were adopted. The firſt bill that paſſed the Houſe 
of Commons; enacted, that the militia ſhould be 
exerciſed on Sunday, tho' in conſequence of the 
oppoſition given it by the Diſſenters, that clauſe 
was afterwards dropt. The whole bill had met 
with fo many obſtructions in its progreſs, from the 
1gnorance and political prejudices of many, that 
our ſenators were reſolved to give no man an 
opportunity of objecting to it on the ſcore of reli- 
gion... wy TY th 

Ihe oppoſition therefore given by the Diſſen- 
ters, to the clauſe for exerciſing the militia on 
Sunday, is the more to be wondered at, both be- 
cauſe it was the ancient method of diſciplining the 
militia i in their own country, and as in other Pro- 


#1 James 1. c. 18,---6 James 5. c. 91. In the, 
general name holidays, Sunday was then included. 


teſtant, 


#1 
it 
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teſtant, nay Calviniſtical ſtates, ſimilar tegulatibns 
at that very time were carried into exreution, 
withour any danger to religion ⁊æñ . Indeed to qua- 
lify one's ſelf on any day to defend our country 
can have nothing contrary to the pureſt ſyſtem of 
religion. It has not in view, conqueſt, and de- 
vaſtation, revolutions in ſtates and empires, and 
the deſtruction of the ſpecies, but only publie and 
private defence. If it is lawful to do well on the 
ſabbath, as our Saviour informs us, ſurely nothing 
| better can be done on any day, than to ſit durſelves 
| for reſiſting tyranny and oppreſſion. Works of 
1 neceſſity and mercy. only are permitted phat can 
be more neceſſary than to be always prepared to 
defend ourſelves, our families, and our country? 
Nay, to prepare ourſelves for the defence of 
our religious as well as civil liberties; may be 
conſidered to be a moſt: important and neceſſary 
branch of our duty as Chriſtians. Such a prepa- 
ration ought to be accounted a pious and devout 
exerciſe, perfectly fit to be practiſed on the Lord's 
Day. By thus employing a part of that time 
which at preſent is too often ſpent in idleneſs and 
debauchery, the youth will be prevented from 
keedlefly running into many en and = 


| IO wi ano 05 
* Geneva, the mother of Preſbyterian churche ” 10 


that very time exerciſed. its militta on Suhday, uche 


any detriment to religion. And the eee Is ſtill general 
in n AEEANA'Y | | 


nicious 


E 
micious vices. Military exerciſes, ſays, an inge- 
nious author, can never be judged a profanation 
of the day ſet apart for religious purpoſes? ce 
ſelf preſervation is the firſt law of God, given as 
well for the defence of nations, as of each indi- 1 
vidual, and not to be exerciſed in any way fo ef- 1 
fectually as by military diſcipline.” Is not that | 4 
exerciſe fully as innocent as any of thoſe amuſe- 4 
ments generally permitted on the ſabbath, much 
more conducive to the public good, and to the 
preſervation. of the Proteſtant religion, againſt the = 
open aſſaults of Popery © Perhaps a better means | | 
cannot be deviſed, to fruſtrate even the ſecret L 
. machinations of Jeſuitical Miſſionaries in the work 
of converſion, than by making it the duty of all 
the common people to attend public worſhip an 
Sunday, when they may be inſtructed both in the 
true principles of the Proteſtant religion, and in 
the arts of diſcipline by which alone it can be de- 
fended againſt a powerful and begotted adver- 
ſary *. This argument, if every other proved 1 in- 
effectual, muſt ſurely have no ſmall degree of 
influence on our brethren of the North, who have 
lately ſhewn ſuch a ſtern e of AE | 
Catholie intruſi. — 

To conclude, the proper idea of a abbath or 
weekly feſtival for Chriſtians to adopt, is, a day 
fediened to God and to the * A day ap- 


* Plan of a national militia, Patt J. Introduction. 


propriated 
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propriated to cultivate the principles of religion, 
to encourage a ſpirit of induſtry, and to propagate 
a knowledge of the art of diſcipline among the 
people. For theſe are the three things which the 
rulers of a free ſtate ought, to Fran 16.5 1455 
they gereemmn. am nee 

The firſt is neceſſary to make them Abos, 
without which they can neither love their God, 
nor their neighbour,” nor have a regard to the 
ſociety they belong to. The ſecond is neceffary 
to make them rich, without which they cannot 
enjoy the comforts and conveniencies of this life, 
in any tolerable degree of perfection; and the 
third is requiſite to make them brave, for men 
without courage are ruled by fear, and can neither 
defend their wealth, their liberty, nor cheir reli 
gious principles againſt a daring invader. 
The firſt may be done, by joiningi/wbclhip- 
ing the fame deity, by lining to the fatne ob- 
retten to explain our duty, and the fare ex- 
hortations to practiſe it. The ſecond, by reward - 
ing thoſe who have” been induſtrious, and pub- 
lickly reproving the idle. And the third may ea- 
fily be effected by appropriating a certain part of 
the Sabbath - day to the exerciſes of wars ? Ke | 
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Confer on a E "Militia. 


PI 


7 


Tr will be proper 15 begin che welt gallen of 
this ſubject by a general feview of the laws 
which have been enacted, and the regulations 
which are no in i force, reſpegity” a Scoteh mi- 
Uri. een by 
Pethaps no Wade ever "tot 


Kk more pains to 


„e .'Y 


invite, and to reſerve a military ſpitit, than the 


vidual in the kingdom, | in proportion' to bis rank 


and fortune, to have certain kinds of arms in 
His "poſſeſſion *; *; and at certain ſtated periods to 
produce them to the public 8 ericoutaged 1 the 
 fabtication of ſuch arms in the kingdom ph and 
the importation of them from foreign countries 5. 

It enacted, that on Sundays and other holidays}, 
every man ſhould be trained in the arts and exer- 
cite 1 m under che recon. of fome able. 


#y * 1. c. 120, 121, 122, 123. * 148 0 "Y whe 
2 Jac. bt by; 3 Jac. 1. 7 60. 14 Jac. 2. c. 64. 
6 Wy J- C. ac. 85 c. My. 6 Jac. c. 7 75. 0 Go 
e, 85, 86 TR go | * | 
Opie her. WAY : N 7 | | 


l, e was they! incliged i in the _ term of ho- 


— 1 "officer, 


(86 
officer, called the captain of the pariſh . Nay, 


the ſeeds of à ſtanding army, were laid by raiſing 
a ſmall body of men, whoſe ſole duty was to 


attend as a guard, Wn gs Rene oh their ſove- 


reign . 


In: the reign. of Charkes the 8 


b the Scotiſh legiſlature was pot fatisfigg, with K. 


neral regulations. Experience had fully proved 


to them, (during theit conteſts with the. Protector 


of England,) that it was neceſſary to have a cer- 


tain body of men peculiarſy dedicated 0 the 
exerciſes of war, otherwiſe bey -Fquld,. not 
reſiſt the firm attacks of a veteran army. It was 


therefore enacted, by a bill Which. paſſrd anno 
1672, intitled an Act for: ſettſiog zhe, Militia; 
that 20, foot, and 2000 batte ene be 
raiſed by proportions, in the differegr,ſhirss, of the 
kin Jom, to be always in readineſs for the, ſervice 
ol their ſovereign, whenever. their aſſiſtanc 
demanded +. . Nay, Maes Y this, 8 


'Þ 57 al. ; 
122 2 1994 


1 Jac. I. c. 18. 6 fac. 3 5. c. gr ph ; | 
7 8 Jac. 6. c. 137. This guard conſiſted of "otly forty 
[es 1 ; but every one knows, that the enormous 
landing army of France ſpring. f pm \ almoſt ug deſpicable 

an ih, > nat.” | Tots, 11 
MP 5 Tar, 2. ſeſſ. 3. c. 26. 2 cat) el. 2 Qar. 2 
. 1. This 6505 dfmen reetly Wlendblcdt the 12 
ſent militia of England. Their eſtabnſhment verafigned 
much jealouſy in the ſouthetn'part of. the'Mand ; for, by 
the acts above-mentioned, the King was em powered to ſend 
them to England; or even 10 Treland, if Us $25 it pro- 
Per cor neceſſary. N 


5 8 95 1 
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which the name of militia was given: the parlia- 
ment. farther deelared That the kingdom would 
© be ready, every mana betuixt fixteen and ſixty, 
to join and hazard their lives and fortunes, as 
e they ſhall be called for; by His Majeſty, for 
<% the ſaety-and preſervation of his ſacred * 

% authority, and government .“. 
 Laſtly;'by'the famous Act; for the N of 
the kingdom, paſſed anno 1704, it was ordained; 
That che hole Proteſtant heritors, and all the 

< boroughs within the kingdom, ſhall forthwith 
6 provide themſelves with: fire arms fur all the 
« fencible men who are Proteſtants, within their 
ce reſpecłive bounds, and the ſaid heritors and 
e 7 are hereby impowered and ordained 
& to diſeipline and exereiſe their ſaid fendible men, 
e onct᷑ in a month at leaſt. The ſaid hejitors al- 
| „ways taking the oaths of allegianee and aſſu- 
ie tance, before che ſheriff of the ſhire, or any 
ce other judge, win whoſe Juriſdiftion they re- 


* Cx 
T Gab of de g 


99 56 18117 
* t Car a, C. 8 The | als i in the reign rag King Wil- 
7 80 reſpecting national defence (acts of convention, c. 11. 
20, 23, 24. 1 W. e, 2. 1 W. eff. 5. c. 33. 1 W. ſeſſ. 6. 
c. 23. )]/ contain nothing remarkable, except a fingular a- 
greement;;betzpeen the King and the Parliament of Scot- 
Jand ; by which, in ,canfideration. of an annual ſupply of 


YSHI e many 


1000 recruit, the. militia br the country, were not to be 


raiſed except in the event, of 0 actual invaſion. 

The above clauſe, in the Ad of Security, was ſuſ- 
pended by 1 Anne, ſeſſ. 4. c. 3, and c. 10. until the ſirſt 
day of January 1708; afterwards by 1 Geo. 1. c. 54. 
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ſion of parliament. Theſe reg tations | were 1 


conſequently they expired on the Tgth day of 


( 
Thus it appears, that by the law of Scotland, as it 
now ſtands, it is in the King's power to levy a mi- 
litia of 20,000 foot, and 2,000 horſe 1 in that coun» 
try, to be ſent to any. part af his Briciſh domi- 
nions that he may think proper, That he i is alſo 
intitled to demand the ſervice of every individual 
from ſixteen to ſixty; nay, farther, that every 
proteſtant in Scotland is at this moment, imp o wered 
to have fire arms in his poſſeſnon, and; may be 
trained at leaſt once a month in the exexeiſes of 
war. Having thus ſtated how the law exiſts 
with reſpect to this ſubject, 1 mall next exa- 
mine how far it is proper and neceſſary. to alter or 
amend, at this e 1 theſe ancient re- 
gulations,  ' 

After the act of 1663, the ciliary frengrh of 
Scotland, was of two kinds, fencibles and. militia; | 


to which, fince its union with England, e 


forces may be added. 


if * * 
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The . of the wires, — of Lan in Dumbar- 
tonſhire, and of Forth in Stirlingſhire, were andes, 
which was continued by 11 Geo. 1. c. 26. for ſeven. . years 
langer, and from thenee' to'the end'df the then n xt ſeſ- 
Toned. by 
19 Geo, 2. c. 39. 21 Geo. 2. K. 34 and 26 Geo. 2. c 29. 
by which laſt act, the diſarmimg taws were Tine for 
ſeven years, from the firſt of Auguſt, 17 1 2 nd from 
thence to the end of the then- next ſion 0 rlament ; 5 


arth, 1501. 
The acts as to the highland dreſs, 19 Geo. 2. ©. 39...20 G. 


2. c. 61. and 21 Geo. 2. c. 33. not n in their 
duration, my remain in full forte. | 


. a ES We” 
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- The fencibles did not, a3 * conſiſt of 
limited body of meh raiſed. by any powerful lord 
in & particular diſtrict; but they comprehended, in 
the words of an ald 20 of Dann 5c Every 
man, able of perſon, to hear arms,“ in every I 
county of the kingdom? Under proper reſtric- | 
tions, it is evident that every individual in a free 
ſtate ought to be trained to the uſe of arms. But 
having Already given an opinion upon that ſubject 
it may be only neceſſary to add, that to eſtabliſh 
a durable and permanent inſtitution of that nature, 
is attended with greater difficulties than at firſt 
ſight one i is apt to i imagine. It is therefore proba» 
ble that ſüch a ſcheme will not be attempted with -· 
out ſerious conſideration, nor until the nation at 
large has Rad ſufficient time to beſtow upon it 
mature deliberation. That ſhould not, however, 
prevent arms being diſtributed in any diſtri pe- 
0 * expoſed to the attacks of an enemy. 


1 
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* 6 Fac. © e. 86. The diſtinction between the fencibles 
and the militia, particularly. appears from the 11th act of 
the convention of eſtates, .zath; March, 1689; it is inti- 
tled, © A Proclamation. for. calling together the Militia on 
this fide” Tay, and the Fencible Men in ſome Shires.“ 
In that att there is à clauſe, That whereas there is no 
00 militia foot i in the ſbires of Lanerk, Air, &c. therefore 
<< power is ranted to the commiſſioners of militia, to 
* bring togethe r all the fencible men in their reſpective 
« ſhires, and to as them into companies, &c. In the 
book intitled, ** An Accaunt of the Proceedings of the 
* Parliament of Scotland, whith 'met at Edinburgh, May 


4 6, 103, there is, Page 226, a fimilar definition of 
fencible men. 
But 


(6 y 
— the queſlion for our conſideration at pre- 
| ſent is, whether Scotland ought: to have what has 
1 been called 4 millia both in that country and in 
| England; or, in other worde, a body of men col- 
lelted from all the” different. diſtricis in thi;) kingdom, 
ſerving. by rotation, peculiarly appropriated for internal 
defence,' and not totally al jected (execpt 4 e of 
imminent danger } to the, duties A ſollie .. 
Many nn aduantages attending huch an in- 
Wtution. Ay Gat Ae bot E Mas ale 15 
By eſtabliſhing a body of men. "his are never to 
be ſent out of the kingdom, officers may. acquire a 
e voettain degree of military, knowledge and expe- 
rience, who . would never think of enliſting into a 
ſtanding army, or would not chuſe to run the riſk 
of being ſent to contend with. the. frigid regions of 
e pe- or the ſultty climes of Indoſtadß. 
By collecting ſuch a corps from every diſtrict i in 
Jeet the kingdom, a-military, ſpirit is not confined to 
any particular ſpot, but is proportionally extended 
throughout every corner of the county. 5 
By compelling every individual to ſerve by ro- 
E, tation, as a ſoldier for the ſtate, the duties of a 
citizen are univerſally made. known, and the meaneſt 
ag individual muſt perceive, that be is intitled to the 
enjoyment of his rights and privileges, | ſince he is 
bound to appear in their defence. 
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Such ſoldiers, alſo, not being totally dedicated 
to military purpoſes, except in caſes of urgent ne- 
ceſſity, 


5 


(6 ) 
reflity, can never become; ſo uſeleſs a burden upon W A 


the nation, as ſtanding forces N r e ac- 4 . Ws 
hay nh APE ol y yo Þ-49; 30197 JF 21 id 52 Mann 


nn 


Luſtiy, ir is umpomble withour fuch an n ] 
tion, to keep up for any length of time a military | 
ſpĩrit in an induſtridus nation. It may, perhaps, 
be rouſed to arins on particular occaſions, but the 
enthufluſm with which it may be inſpired in danger · j 

dus etnetgehcies,'caronty'be'of a very: temporary I 
nature; whereas we ſee dy the expetience of ſom || 
years,” that regulations ſuch a8 are enacted in 1 
England, willi fully anſwer the-intention uf a wiſe 1 
Legiſlature; © Sucht ist ale objectiang das are non 
ſtated againſt a Scoteh rmĩlitia, were loudly urged 1 
_— _ Preſent: Bngliſh ſyſtem was firſt inſti- 9 
1 Many able-then, full of ancient prejudices, 1 
20 even ſalutary innovations,” and proud of | 
appearing the laudatores 2mporis' alli, objected to a 4 
plan, the utifity of which is now * if 
tho? ar firft ridiculed by a 'Cheſterfibld*s wit, and ar 
eel Oe" the abilities of a Hard wick. E 

Tlie objections which have been urged againſt 
the general principle mw To "Rn are by no 

per Well founded. S niit 

By foe” the . of Gol, a military defence 
for Scotlatic i is com lained of, which for 6000 
men "would amoùnt to 34.970 l. in time of peace, * 
and 164,446 FA in time of war. But to this ie 

Le £ be anſwered, "that it Is A plan founded upon 

the 
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the moſt conical principles of any durable 
* ſyſtem of defence, and that! no. money san be 
grudged which is expended for the purpoſe of pro- 
refting a fret people from domeſtic tyrannyi as 
well as foreign depredaions. d äũ 
1: Ec the? It is ĩmagined by others, that it will be difficult 
ee to procute the inferior officera, and even the com- 
eue, mon men. The men undaubtedliy may he had, 
t for they are ſtill i in the country, and; indeed, it 
is abſurd to ſuppoſe, that in ſo / entenſive and po- 
pulous a kingdom as Scotland; togtaining upon a 
moderate calculation 300, oo ſigbting men, there 
ſhould be any difficulty. to raiſa o men for its 
on defence . As to the inferior officers; perhaps 
ſome alteration ought tobe made in the tonſtitu- 
tion of the Scotch militia, Perhaps eveñ in Eng- 
land it might. be proper to diminiſn the num- 
2 ber of inferior militia officers, and to increaſe the 
14 4 pay of ſuch as are retained. For ſurely-a militia, 
ho may poſſibly never ſee; an enemy, cannot re- 
quire ſo many officers, as may be neceſſary in a 
ſtanding army, one halſ of whom may be deſtroyed 
in a ſingle engagement. Nay, the inferior officers 
in a militia, whoſe ſervice as well as pay is merely 
£ of's ere ne ought; be rather more 


* The only. alteration. which Jeeurs 5 me with reſpedt 
to the common men, is, that none but batchelors ought to 
be ballotted for, if there are a Sufficient number af that de- 


| a in the dinge in , which 3 20 are to de raiſed, 
: ampl y 


1 
amply paid than a body of men, who muſt receive 
a certain emolument from the public after their ſer- 
vices are no longer neceſſary“. | 
The laſt objection to ſuch an inſtitution 1 is, that 1 
it may poſſibly prove deſtructive to induſtry. This 7 8 = 
objection appears to me peculiarly contemptible. of 
The wealthier and the more induſtrious a nation is, | 
the more it is expoſed to every poſſible misfortune, = 
unleſs protected by the military ſpirit of its inha- | 
bitants. Indeed of what avail is all the wealth 
and induſtry imaginable, if at the ſame time 
means are not adopted, for the purpoſe of preſerv- 
ing the fruits of that Pant from ee 
and plunder. 5 f 
: After conſidering this ſubject, with all the at- 
| tention in my power, it appears to me, that the 
eſtabliſhment of a Scotch militia," on principles 
in general ſimilar to that of England, ought not- 
to be any longer delayed. The ſubject is once 
more brought under the conſideration of parlia- 


ment, d there 1 is N reaſon to e ſucceſs, 
VT 
* If at any IVY it was found, aificule to procure a ſal : 
cient number of officers, or of men, ſuch a difficulty might 
be eaſily overcome, by prohibiting any perſon to ſit in 
either houſe. of parliament, or to vote at any election, wbo 
had not ſerved for three years in ſome corps of militia, 
either as an officer or a ſoldier, in his own perſon, or by a 
ſubſtitute. As to recruiting the army, it might be done 
with very little difficulty, by obliging every pariſh in Scot- 
land, and every hundred i England, for every three . 
riſhes it contained, to furniſh one recruit. 
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60 
from the weakneſs of the arguments which are 
urged againſt it, and from the preſent temper, as 
well as necelfity of the times, 
The arguments which have been made uſe of 
 -. againſt this neceſſary meaſure, by the repreſenta- 
tives of England, are. 1ſt, That it would im- 
pede the recruiting ſerviee. 2dly, That it would 
endanger the liberties of England. And z3dly, 
That the expence of ſuch an eſtabliſnment, ought 
to be raiſed by a local tax, and ought not to be 
paid out of the general revenues of the ſtate. 

That Scotland has long been the nurſery of the 
armies of England, is a melancholy truth, which 
that part of the iſland has had ſufficient reaſon to 
regret, and to the friends of Caledonia, it is per- 
haps the ſtrongeſt objection to the eſtabliſhment of 
4 Scotch militia, that it would keep up a military 
ſpirit in that country, which would perpetually 
fill the thinned ranks of the forces of Great-Bri- 
tain, It is however certain, that if the northern 
part of the ifland, is ſtill to be marked by any ob- 
noxious diſtinction, the ſpirit of the people will 
be rouſed, and it will not be difffèult, for the 
nobility and gentry of that country, to prevent 
almoſt any addition in future, to the number of 
recruits *. 


wo The Scotch militia bill would have peſſed ann, 176, 
had it not been for the clauſe which pefmitted the regular 
forces to recruit out of the militia of that country, 1 

the 


1 
That a Scotch militia of 6000 men, would en- 
danger the liberty of England, is no great com- 
pliment to its ſtability or ſtrength. T hope that 
it is not built on ſo ſandy a foundation. If ſo 
ſmall a body of men however, could poſſibly 
give any diſturbance to England, it muſt be much 
more alarmed to find that every individual pro- 
feſſing the Proteſtant religion, is intitled to train 
himſelf to arms, and that the King is empowered 
to demand the aſſiſtance of 20,000 foot, and 2000 


horſe, and if neceſſary the ſervice of every man 
from ſixteen to fixty, to any part of his Britiſh 


dominions, without any new act impowering him 
ſo to do. The number above ſtated, namely, 


20,000 foot, and 2000 horſe, were thought ne- 


ceſſary for the defence of Scotland, by the parlia- 
ment of that country, but at this time perhaps 
6000 militia with 4000 fencibles may be ſufficient. 
A leſs number cannot be accepted of; indeed 
Ireland, a country inferior in point of extent to 


Scotland, has always had Ned men for its 
internal „ we” 


. 


; hs 8 of that part of hyp iand * not pot : 


ſibly aſſent to, unleſs the ſame regulayon,, had been ge | 


to England. 


According to Templeman's Survey, England contains 
31,648,000 acres, Scotland, 17,788,160 acres. Ireland, 


17, 572, 480 acres! conſequently Scotland i is more e exteplivo | 


| than Ireland 8 215,680 acres, 


* 


3 As 


. — 
— — 


— — 
—— — — 


hb. 2 


— — — 
"EE 
— 


— 


— Pm ²˙ -A ³ęU Is 


A * 


— — 
— T, x ay Pen... < Tyra” 


( 68 ) 


As to the expence « of ſuch an eſtabliſhment, 
which muſt be paid, not by a local tax, but 
muſt be drawn from the general, revenues of 
the late, any objection of that kind, will not 
ſtand a ſerious inveſtigation. Though the expence 
of the preſent militia in England, is paid from 


the land-tax; yet a land-tax was raiſed in that 


country, Jong by g before that excellent inſtirution was 


4 


nexion between. the Engliſh. land- tax, | * the 
Engliſh militia,. unleſs. when the latter was eſta- 


bliſhed, a new tax of a local nature, in addition 


to the uſual tax of four millings in the pound, 


had been laid upon land, for the expreſs purpoſe 
of deftay ing the charges of that ſpecies of pro- 


tection. If, the principle however i is a Juſt one, 
that no one is bound. to pay taxes, unleſs he is 


| ſufficiently. protected, it may be ſaid in behalf of 
a Scottiſh militia, hat whilſt .f. angle ſhilling remains 
of the revenue. which is raiſed from. that country, by 


any means whatſoever, it muſt in the firſt Place be ap- 
propriated for its defence. How different alſo.i is the 
behaviour of England, to other parts of -the Bri- 
tiſh empire. When the Colonies 'of North Ame- 


rica rebelled, they were told, give us your trade, 


and we will pay for your protection. It is well 


known what advantages Ireland has lately re- 


N without any apparent compenſation. But 
when 


YL {C09 )) | 
hen the defence of Scotland is brought upon the 
parpet, tho its trade is ſo beneficial to England, 
tho? it is the great nurſery of its naval and military 
ſtrength, and thoughcit pays a revenue of above 
half a million per annum , yet any expence that 
can be laid out upon that: country, tho' raiſed 
from Scotland itſelf, become! the immediate ſource 

of jealouſy and regret. At a time however, when 
there is reaſon to hope that every national diſ- 
tinction is on the brink ON being” 2 it 


64 what notch by 1 5 Sir Thonjas Clifford, 
<* we gain upon Scotland. Scotland is our Indies; as Colbert 
« calls England the King of France's Indies.” Grey s De- 
bates, vol. 1. p. 39. The fingle article of broad cloth, 
draws half a million per annum from Scotland to England. 


+ The following is ſuppoſed to be the annual revenue 
_ raiſed from Scotland: - 


Cuſtoms — — — . 

Exciſe — — 150,000 
Land-Tax — — 18, ooo 

Poſt- Office — —— 20, oo0 

Stamps, &c. — 2 5,000 


Eaſt India goods, groceries, &c. paid in the 
ports of — for Scotland — 150,000 


* 


5 . $13,000 


> 


This is excluſive of the advantages which England re- 
ceives by a moſt beneficial trade with Scotland, and by 
having above one-halt of the rents of that country expend- 
ed in England. But above all, by furniſhing ſo large a pro- 
portion of men, as has enabled England hitherto to carry 


on extenſive wars, without injuring her commerce or ma- 
nufactures. a 


would 
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would be improper to dwell upon the exiſtence 


of unfortunate pre judices, which \s are daily paſſing 
aways 


That the ableſt men of both countries, hg 


into their moſt ferious conſideration, the ſubjects 
treated of in this little eſſay, may contrive the 
means of placing the military ſtrength of the 
empire, upon a firm and ſtable baſis, and that 


every national prejudice, and every unreaſonable 


dittinction may be done away, is the fincere wiſh 


of one, who will ever be willing to contribute his 


mite to the W * — 3 


THE END, 


